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The five yeares of King Fames., 'or the 
Condition'vf the Statecf ENGL An», and the 
"A Relarion it had to orher Provinces. 


Ae Owloever' every Kingdome | and 'Commor-wealtl 
I may be bottr well and'uprigtitly governed, and thar 
pood men may'be rhe meanes to ſupport it ; yet there 
=) can be no ſuch Commor-wealth, but amongſt the 
W - WW WD food, there will be even ſome-evill perſons : theſe, 
Y | v G(vherherbynature induced, or throvgh envie and ambition; 'to 
the intent to ſatisfie their appetites; perſwaded ) doe oftentimes 
| enter into a@ions repugnant untothe felicity of good Government 
| —2 and Commor-wealths, and by evill cauſers and perverſe deeds, doe 
' ſecretly and underhand, ſeekero haſtert and ſet forward the rujne 
— anddecay of the ſame: Theſe things, ps, becauſe they happen contra- 
ry , and beyond expeRation are ſo much the more remarkable 
by how much'they are ſuddaine, and unexpeted. And from hence 
| it cometh, that no ſtate of government can be ſaid tobe permanent, 
| but that oftentimes thoſe are ſaid to be _ areby little and little 
|  ==comverted unto thoſerhat be vill, ahd oftentimes changed 
© worſe to worſe, till they come to utrerdefolarion. 
© Neither isthis alone proper toour Common-wealth, bur to all, 


4 
Harding 


Fl c2 Nor tO forraigr 'Kingde mes; -but to' onr owne: for-alt C | His 
SO S_— at His comingro the Crowne found us vexed with many 
* __defenſfivewarres, asthatinIreland, that inthe Low-countries, and 


— almoſt publique againſt Spaine, auxiliarie in France, and continu- 
| > ally omillitarieimployments;althougithe found it lacerate, and 
D tore; with divers faftions of Ptoreſtams; Papiſts, and others, from 

amongſt whom ſprung; ſome _—_ men, that endeavoured to'ſer 
<2+ 2 


into 


-—— 


s, nor our enemigs mig » ature uſers 


: Hh cfithis getietall (pnmagras rage ye. ere — bs 
O gerous wefe-configd to. 4 of 
life, m_ dues y CENDY now petition for: tolleratio won releaſes 


of vexation, to have liberty of conſcience, and forloorh, becauſe 


they cannot have neo apr amarechoncthey. , they. contyive 4 


horrible and devilliſh plot by gun-powder to blow up thi Parlhy- 
gent, eventhe whole Srate and command of this KingGdme, j+.2 
o' at oge puffe, to conclude all this peace, and by tht ey | 


ean unruly and unſcemly avarice of this ſerled 
Larpe not, ſo much to eſtabliſh their owne Religion, (for which 
ole they pretended it) but to eſtabliſh their owne power and: 
he! > and to raiſe ſome private Families to greatneſſe and 
Sprung = no being —_— andthat I = 2 
1 Gy. WIA great IRclury ſupprefle w! | 
and. upp rt their owne. State.. Thus may wee (ee chat ſerled 


their own ſubjects are oftenrimes cauſe of their: owne ruine, unleſſe 
God of his mercy prevent it. 


Of tbe domeſtich affaires, and of the laſt;iomt ry f ſuch 072 ahas 
the Ki, ing bad bethaned the honour of Knighthood, 


TH evil] ont; he diſcovered by the Lord Mounteagle, and 

ents happened, ſome betweene the Civi 
and —_ Lawyets concerning Prohibitions, And for-thac 
there was one Doctor Copel flood ifly" againſt rhe Lord Cootes 
divers diſcontents were nowirifhed betweene the Gentry 'and Com- 
monaltie concerning Incloſurg; and it grew out intoa petty Rebel 
lion, which by the fame was 9% Ci nor r6 b happen {o one 


—_—— — —  — ” CEN _ 


(3) | | _ 
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raife greater Rabeligs and diſcontents, ſheived wn 
and (neakes. publicklv, what durſt not hererofore have | 
in corners; in outward appearance Papiſts were favoured, Maſks 
- almopublickly adminifired, Proteſtants diſcountenanced, difho-: * 

| neſt men honoured, thoſe that were little leſſe then Sorcerers; and 
Witches preferred, private quarrells nouriſhed, bur efj allphe: on 

| tweenethe Scottiſh 2nd the _= Duels inevery ſecret: 

| ion. divers ſets of a 


t expence, who having run NE ndebe Were com 
andofgre to run into fation to defend rhem fem. dingey iths 
Law ; theſe received maintenance from divers of :zher:Noky 
2nd not a little as was —_— from the Earle of amptang 
| _ perſons, bo themſelves they werenor abletoa 
I rize, ith, honeſty, and other good Arts being now 
| link ſet by, Ci itizens throngh laſciviouſnefle 


eſtates, it was likely their number would racher:ingreafe thendimnds 

niſh. And under theſe pretences, they entered into many deſperate 
enterpriſes, and ſcarce any durſt walke the ſtreets with ſafetyaftes 

nine ke n "gl: So roconclude in outward ſhe there appeared no 

com aftection, no certaine obedience, no certaine gavertnmgent 

*1/*  amongſtts. 

, Such perſons on whom the King had beſtowed: pare gli = 

| nours, cither through pride of chat, or their owne prodigali 

| 


welt high, rapes an rates, and d wich hex i grexoelle broughs inc x 
bot and dyet. So our ancient 
ion andthat ye As Ts that had wont $0 


- 
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NED 


us,-the Engliſh ſcorned and contemned, every one applauding 
- tes; reg though never ſo coſtly, and Part <4 compar. 
of them neither ſparing purſe nor credit, that prices of 2ll ſorts of 
commodities are rayled and thoſe ancient Gentlemen,who had left 
- their Inheritance whole,' and well furniſhed ' with:;goodsand that” 
tells, (having thereof kept good houſes | unto their ſonnes; lived to 
ſee part conſumed inryor and excefle, and the reſt in poſfibilitie to 
beutterly loſt : The holy eftareof Matrimony mo Spend y 
broken, and amongſt many made but a may-game; by which:meanes 
divers private families hath beene ſubverted; brothell-houſes in 2- 
bundancetollerated, and even great perſons proſtituting theitbo- 
- dies;torhe intent-to ſatisfie cheir apperites, and conſume their ſub- 
anc&'repairing'to the City, and tothe intent toconſumetheir 
virtues:xlſo,-lived-difloluce lives. And many of their Ladies: and 
pbrers,rothe intent to maittaine themſelves according to their 
dignitics, proſtitutetheir bodies in ſhamefull manner ; ale houſes, 
dycing-houlſes, raverns, and places of vice,and iniquity beyond mea- 
Grd otditg in many places, there being as much :extortion-for 
fan as theres racking for Rents; and as many ways to ſpend 
_  moneyasarewindings and turnings intownes and ſtreers, ſo that to 
. outward appearance, the evill ſceme to over-top thegood, andevill 
intentions and councells rather proſpered, thenthoſethat were pro- 
fitablero the Common:wealth. - {2M 23%» 33,2936 


Of my Lord of Norchamptons coming to honour, the cauſeof the di- 
ifion betweene the Hollanders and the E holiſh, betweene the Srot- 

- ##]þ and Exeliſh, betweene the Engliſh and Iriſh _-- rec 
N22” Henry Howard, yongeſt ſonne of the Duke of Norfolke, 
'Ycontinuing a Papiſt fronrhis infancy unto this time, beg: - 
ning to grow eminent; ard being,made famous' heretofore for his 
ning; having beene crained and brought up a long rime in Cam- 
Ie, by the perfaſion of the King, changerh his opinion off 
, igion 
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(5) 
ligiot in outward appearance, andto the intent to reape unto bim- 
ſelfe nore. honour became a Proteſtant, for- which cauſe, be wa+- 
creared Earleof Northampron,, and had the Kings favours bounitt- 
fully beſtowed upon him; firſt, the office of Privie-ſeale, then the 
Wardenſhipof Cinque Ports,and laſtly the refuſall IDE Trea- 
ſurer : This man was of aſubrile and fine wit., of a good propottt- 
on, excellent in outward courtſhip, famous for ſecret iniinuation, 
and for cunning flatteries, and by reaſon of theſe flatteries, became . 
2 fix man for the condicions of theſe times, and was ſuſpeted tobe , 
ſcarcetrueunto his Soveraigne ; but. rather endeavouring by ſome 
ſecret wayes and meanes, to ſet abroad new plots for to procure in- 
novation. And for this purpoſe it was thought hehad a hand inthe 
contention that happened amongſt the Hollanders and Engliſh 
concerning the Fiſhing, the Hollanders clayming right to havethe 
Fiſhing in the Levant, and the Engliſh claiming righr 3; upon this 
contention, they fell from clayme, to words of anger ; from wor 
of anger, to blowes ; fo thar theredyed many of them, and a flarre 
w3s left for further quarrel, but that it was ſalved by wiſe Gover- 
nors, and the expectation of ſome diſappointed. .. ... ...”...:. .... 
Nevertheleſle the Papilts, being a ſtrong fa&tion, and fo great a 
man being their favourer, grew into heads malice, and indeavour 
to make the infolency of the Scotts to appeare, whoto this in- 
reut that they mightbe the more hated of the Engliſh, not con- 
rented with their preſent eſtate, wouldenter-intooutrages ; ſome 
counterfeit the ſeale Manuel, others quip the Nobility in dif- 
daine, andathird fort ſecretly contrive the Engliſh death, whereby 
it happened befides common clamor, that there were added ſect 


| Co 4d 


diſcontenes of private perſons, which cauſed jealoufero happ 


thoſe two Nations. But His:Majeſty,being both wiſe and $4-2þ-2ay 


fore-ſaw the eyill, and prevented it by Proclamation, by which 

meanes theſe clamors are ſtopt; and the.injurie and offences ofhor 

parties redrefled. The Iriſh ſeeing theſe ſores, and bearing of theſe 

miſdemeanours (for they have their intelligents here alſo) beginto 
| grow 


(6) 


pf Sbitinare; and make religions preteree to colonr their inten en- 
tiobs; for which cauſe they fiand out, and proteſt loſe of life and 


o0ds, rather thentobe forced from their opinion, being waveri 
Tater rbertlingſr Rebellion coke ver co pur 
ale their owne Itberty, then peace ; every new alteration give 
occaſion of diſconrenr, and cauſes new complaints tobe ro 


- eD 


the eare, under pre whereof contem to 
Cn ney wr onnpeeens 


their Governors, 2nd awes. EE 
_. The Captaines and Souldiers grew negligent for wane of pay, 


the grear men envying one another private covetoulſhefle, 
Sar ak zafolencies being ſuffered, cauſerh there alſo to be nou- 
riſhed many miſdemeanours to the ruine of that Government. 

, Theſe thing: being thus handled, adminifters occafion to the Pa- 
Pifts to hope for fome alteration and change. And that as a body 
that > Violedr conſumerh it ſetfe, without ſome ſpecial cauſe to 
maintaine it, ſo theſe occurrents will be the cauſe oftheir owne de- 
ftruAton : Ar .chis. time there was a Leaguer in Denmarke, and 
ſhortly afrer-anochet in the Low-countries, bur to what endtheir 
beginnings were intendet'is yet nnknowne. - 


The rf | of the Earle of Somerſet, his favour and greatneſſe with 
the 6B erdhis Parentage, and diſcontent. 


« 


A Mong other accidents that happened about theſe times, the ri- 
_- fipgofone Maſter Carre, was moſt remarkable; a man borne 
of meane parentage, inhabitanr in 2 Village neere Edenborough 
in Scorland, and there, through the favour of friends, was prefer- 
Tedto His Majeſty ro, beone of his Pages, for he kept twelve, ac- 
cording to thecuftome of the French, and ſocontinued it ſolo 

25 he was in Scotland ; afterwards coming into England, the 
Caunfell thought irmore honourable to have ſo many Foot-men 
tornh with His Majeſty, as the Queene had before; theſe Youths 


hadcloarhes pur totheir backs according to their places, und 50% a 


picce 
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| piece in their purſes, and fo were diſmiſſed the Court: 


F F % 
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This youth amongſt the reſt, having thas loſt his fortunes, to re- 
pairethem agzine, makes haſte into France, 2nd there continued 
untill he had ſpent all his meanes and money ; So thar now being 
bare in a ſtrange countrey without friends, or hope to obtaine his 
expeaation, returnes back for England, bringing nothing with 
him but the Language, and 2 few French faſhions, neverthelefſe 


- by the helpe of ſome of his countrey men, and ancient acquain- 


rance, he was preferred unto rhe Lord Hazes a Scorchman, and fa- 
vourite of the Kings, ro waite upon him ashis Page: nor long af- 
ter, that Lord amongſt many others was appointed gr 
Tilcing, who bearing an affeQion to this yong man, aſwell in're- 
ſpe& he was his countrey man, as that he found him tobe of 2 
bold diſpoſition, comely viſagd, andof proportionable perſonage 
comminxt with 2 courtly preſence, preferres him to carry hisde- 
viſe to the King, according to thecuſtome in thoſe paſtimes uſed ; 
Now when he ſhould come to light fromoff his Horſe to per- 
forme his Office, his Horſe tarts, throwes him downe, and breakes 
his Legge: this accident being no leſle —_— then ſaddaine in 
ſuch a cauſes the Kingtodemand who he was,” anſwer was 
made his name was Carre, he taking notice of his name, and calli 

ro remembrance, rhat ſuch a one was his Page, cauſes him tohe 
into the Court, and there provided for him, untill ſuch time as he 
was recovered of his hurt, after in proceſſe of time, the yong man is 
called for, and made one of his Bed-chamber to His Majeſty, he 
had not long continued in his place; before (by his good endeavours 
and diligenc ſervice in his Office) the-King ſhewed extraordigary 
favour unto him, 'doubling rhe favour of every ation in eſtimati- 
ons ſo 'thar many are obſcured, that he may be' graced and: digni- 


- 


70 Thiisthe hand of thediligenrmaketh rich, and the durifull ſer- 


vatit coineth'tohonour, beof all other (either without fraud co ob- 
taine,: or deſert to' continue: it _on made the Kings a no 
3 ur, 


—_ 


- gors, and large furns of money by His Majeſty ; by which meanes 


Q 
ſuit, no petielon, no grants 2d letter, but Maſter Carremuſthavea. 
hand-in-it ; fo that /great rewards are beſtowed upon. him by ſu 
his wealth increaſed with his favour, and with both, Honours : for 
vertue and riches dignifictheir-ovners, being from a Pagerayſed to 
thedignity of Knighthood : Aﬀer his favqur increaſing with his 
honours, there was no demand bur he had it, no ſuit bur he obtained 
it, whether it were Crowne, lands, lands farfeized ar confiſcated ; 
nothing fo: deare but the: King-beRowed upon him, whereby his 
revenues were enlarged, and his glory fo reſplendent, that he drow- 
ned the digniry of the beſt of rhe Nobilitie, and the eminencie of 
ſuch as were much more. excellent. 'By which meanes envy (the 
common companion of greatnefſc) procures him much diſcontent, 
but yer paſſing through all difadventures, continues his favour's 
and men being drawne to applaud that which is, cither ſtrange or 
new; bogan to fue him, and moſk to. purchaſe: hi to bee their 
friend and affiftant in Court; ſo greae. and. eminent was. his far 

vOUr. WOO 2 out e162 Go H maid, emac 


Of the breach that happened berwoens the Earle of Eſſex ated bis Conn: 
” feſſe, her hatred towards him, bus lanity, hor lightueſſe, 16 comer 
Now thecaresof the vulgar being filled withthe fortunes of thus 
”?, gentleman, it miniftreth. occaſſon ta paſſe to their opmni 

concerning his worthand deſert; ſome/extoll and laud his yertues, 
bthers heproporntioit of his perſonage) many his, 0tward court- 
ſhip, and moſt 23 theyRood ed, citlies praiſed: or. diſpraiſed 
him;-inſGravch that amongſt the ceft;; the Counteſſe of Eſlex, (2 
woman of this time did not greatly affe@ her Husband) and wathr 


all, beirig'of a luſtfull appetir i po rv pence ,' covetons of 
applauſe, ambitious of honour, atid fbeleniont hea to 
kennotice of this yong- genzlemans: proſperiry, and. great. favour 


% 


v4 


v4 


comeſfit tobe ulſell; ares 


(9) 
that was ſhewed towards him above others, in hopeto make ſome- 
profit of him, moſt advances himto every one, commending; his : 
worth, ſpirit, audacity, and agility of body, ſo that her ancient, 
lawfull, and accuſtomed love rowards her Lord begins tobe ob-! 
ſcurd, atid'thoſe embraces that ſeemed heretofore pleaſing; are: 
turned iinto frownes, and harſh unſeemly words uſher her diſcon-' 
tents unto her husbands eares. £57 3-113 tos 
 ThegoodEarlecarrying an extraordinary affection towards her, 
andbeing a man ofa mild and curteons condirion, with all honeſt 
and religious care, ready father to ſuffer then corre theſe outra- 
ges, pattently admoniſheth her ro a better courſe of life, and toires 
member , that now all her fortune dependeth upon his proſpe- 
riry,and cherefore ſhee offered more injuric to her ſelfe, then hurt. 
untohim: yet neverthelefle ſhee perſiſted, and from bare words 
returnedto aQtions, thereby giving people occaſion to paſſe. their 
cenſure ofthis dif: ent; ſomeattributing it tothe inconftan- 
cy and looſenelſeof the Counteſſe, others to the Earles travailes, 
and that in his abſence ſheecontinned: moſt unconſtant, of a looſe 
life, ſuffering her body to be abuſed, and others to make ſhipwrack 
of her modeſty, and to abrogate the rights of marriage, bur mo 
becauſe ſhee could not have wherwith, to ſatisfie her 1nſatiate aps 
pate and ambirion, her husband living a private life. 

For theſe cauſes, I ſay, ſhee run at random, and-play'd her 
pratiks as the toy rookeher ith'head, ſometimes publickly, ſome- 
time privately, whereby ſhee diſparaged her reputarion, and 


\broughther ſeſe intothe contempt of the world ; yet notwirhſian- 


ding, the Earkeretained her with him, atlowed her honourable at» 


-rendance, gaveher meancs according toher place, and ſhowed an 


extraordinary affeQtion, cndeavouring ratherby friendly and faire 
fions towin her, then to become ſuperfidious overiher. | >: 
Buttheſechings litcleavaile, where affe&ions areccarryedto ano- 
rher ſcape, 'anTrhole GI tothe judgment of the wiſebe- 
| NN deſpiſed, o—_ 

2 almo 


y 
, 
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_c10) 

2lmof all men ſpeake of the looſeneſſe of her carriage, and wonder: 
that the Earle will ſuffer her in thoſe courſes; whereupon he mo- 

deftly tells her of it, giving her a check for her inordinate courſes,. 
ſhewing how much ic both diſhonoured him, and difparaged her 
inperfiſting in theeyeofrhe world after ſo looſe and: unſeemily 2 
ſort + deſiring her tobe more civill at home, and not ſo oft abroad, 
and thus they-parted. 


Of my Lord Treaſurers death ;, of Maſter Overburies coming out ef 
France ; bs extertarmmert, he growes tnto favour, 


Stateſ*man, the only ſupporter ofthe Proteſtant faction, dil- 
cloſer of treaſons, and the onely Mercury of our time, having beene 
well acquaintediwith the affaires of this Dock. La 1n- 
toa dangerous fickneſſe, and in proceſſe of rime, through the ex- 
tremiry of the malady dycs, nor without ſuſpition of poyſon, ac- 
o_ to the opinion of ſome, others ſay of ſecret diſeaſe, ſome 
naturally, and many not without the privitie of Sir Robert Carre, 
and the reaſon of their opinion was, becauſe rhe King upon a time 
having ym Sir Robert the fumme of twenty thouſand pounds to 
be pud by my Lord Treaſurer, Sir Rofert Carre was denyed it,upon 
which denyall, there grew ſome difference betweene them; the 
King was privie to it after this manner, my Lord having told out 


"five thouſand pounds, laid it in a paſſage Gallery: the King de- 
 mands whoſe mony that was, auſiver was made by my Lord Treaſu- -_ 


rer» that it was but the fourth part of that which His Majeſty had 
ven unto Sir Roert Carre z whereupon the King retired from his 
ormer grant, and wiſhed Sir Roert to ſatisfie himſelfe withthat, 
bolding it to be 2 great gift : heebeing thus croft in his expeRa- 
tion, harbor in his heart the hope of revenge, which after happe- 
ned (as was ſuſpeRed) but it is not certaine, therefore I omit it. 
Uponthe death of chis gentleman, one Maſter Overbury (ſome- 
times a'Student of the Law inthe Middle Temple) was newly ar- 


rived 


Y Lord Treaſurer Cecill growing into years, having been 2 good 


— wars: 1, 


(11) | 
rivedout of France, .who having obrained ſome favour-in Court 
beforetitnes, becauſe of ſome diſcontents, got licenceto travel, 
and now at-his returne, was entertained into the favour of Sir Ro- 
bert Carre, whether it proceeded of any love towards him, or to 
the intent to make uſe:of him, is not certaine ; yet nevertheleſſe 
he puts him in truſt with his moſt ſecrec employments : In which 
he behaves himſelfe honeſtly and diſcreetly, purchafing by his wiſe 
- carriage in that place, the good affeftion and favour not only of 
Sir Kobert, but of others alſo. In prone of time this favour pro- 
cures profit, profit treaſure, treaſure honour, honour larger em- 
loyments, and in time better execution : For where diligence and 
facailiy are aſſociate in great affaires, there favour is accompa- 
nied with both, ſo that many Courtiers,perceiving his great hopes, 
ew into familiarity with him ; the ms gas expectations are per- 
Ts and his buſineſſe accompliſhed, rather more then leſſe, 
according to his wiſhes : Sothat taking noticeof his diligence to 
outward appear ince, gives him an extraordinary countenance, uti- 
ting bim into friendſhip with himſelf, in ſomuchthat ro the ſhew 
"of the world, his bond was indifſolvable, nezther could there be 
-more friendſhip uſed, fince there was nothing ſo ſecret, nor any 
matter ſo private, but the Knight imparted it to Maſter Overtary, 


Of Miftris Turners life, how the Counteſſe and ſhee came acquaint 
ted. The combination of the Earles death. | 


He Counteſſe of Eflex having harboured in her heart envy to- 
wards her hnsband evenuntill this time, makes her repaire unto 
- Miſtris Twrrer, (a Gentlewoman that from her yourh had been gi- 
venover toa looſe kind of life) being of a low ſtature, faire viſag 
for outward behaviour comely,but-in prodigality and excefle mo. 
riotous, by which courſe of life ſhee had conſumed the greateſt 
part of her husbands meanes, and her owne; ſo that now wanting 
wherewith to fulfill her expeRations ad extreme pride, falls in- 
| Bs 4 3 ro: 
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£6 evil coritſes, as t0 thie profiiturion of her body #0 common luſt; 


to praRiſe ſorcery atd inchatitments, and to may little leſſetheh 
a flat Bawd; her husband dying, lefther in adeſperate eſtare, be- 
caufe of her wants; by which meanes, ſhee is made apt to enter in- 
to any evillaccord, and toentettaine any evill motion, bee it never 
fo facinerous : A Doftors wife, who was during his life her Phy- 
fitian, and in that time ſhee having entertained into her c ny, 
his faid wife by that meanes procured further cubes; being 
Heere of the ſaid diſpoſition and remperature, 33 P4ares cum paribas 
fattle congreguntar , from thentet happened, thatſhee was ſuſpe- 
ted even by her teanes and procurement before this, to have lived 
a looſe life, for who can touch pitch and not be defiled > I ſay, ha- 
ving ſome familiarity with this womah, ad ow raking Tome dif- 
content at her hisbahd more chan heretofore; by reaſon of her fal- 
{ing out with him, andhis ſhirpe anſivers (4s heconceives) ro het, 
repaires toher houſe, and there4mongt other diſcourſe, dilpgorges 
her ſelte againſt her husband, whereby the cauſe ofher priefe might 


eaſily be perceived.” Mifttis Wer, as feeling part of her pains, 


Pities her, zhd itrhope'of profit, beitig now in neceſlity aud waar, is 
eaſily drawne to effe& any thing that ſhee requires, whereupon by 
the report of ſorne, tt was concluded at this time berweene them to 
adminiſter poiſon tothe Earle, but not taking effe& according ro 

rheir expetation, the Counteſſewrites unto her tothis purpoſe. 
Sweet Turners 4s thouhaft beexhitherto, ſo art thaw all my hopes 
of good in this world : My Lord is as luſty as ever he was, and hath com- 
flamed to my brother Howird, 'that heehath' z0t Taye with mee, gor 
uſed mee as bis wife, This makes mee mai, ſince of ll men Toathbim, 
becaufe he is the omlyotftaclt and hindermce, that 1 ſhall never"enjby 

him whom 1 love LW 14 Q&E C7 2. 

The Earle having overpaſt this evill, and continiting fill inhis 
wan eſtate, prociired not any affetion, but more hatredand 
oathſomneſſe, fo that it burft forrh*daily tomy Lordsfreat diſ- 
content, and drawes her headlony into Her owne HiRtaGtiion;. by 
: . ir 
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Sir EYE Glens E” Viſtiuae R6Bofeh; 164 {A fldbtines 1 
tmeere by Lord off rant: an him, the new for of the” 
Counteſſe e | 


He Kins eaking orcat Tiki Hi to this rare Me _— ih 
þ Yor that he mighe be no-tefle eminenrin honohr; thett hee was 
foll in wealth afd! fiiblkance,: adornes him: with the rifle of- 


oy Fe } : 


 Fiſrourd Recheft or ;beowes the Secteravithip of Sexe wpoir tim, ſt 


that his honour af His wealrhimakes him farhous T6 / ws ide 
riqns. - Theſe thirigs cormitigeo my Lordof Norrh 1s/ears, 
having beert2 long time ow inCourr, and now! 6 unito 
yeares, andby fedſon thereof, ' knowing the faveuy of the King eo- 
depend upon many incertainties ; and although at this rinks 
the greater actor in State affaires, yet if this young man continued 
his heighr of glory, all his dignity would either bcabated, orover- 
ſhadowed, and tharhe hadnnbrhae fhee accefſerc; the eaves, 


- which he had wpnt to have, endevoureth as much as in im yethto 


make this Cotittier eirher tobe wholhyTvis) ors 
Fovpr, th rhat fo Rena relatioit&himy hee mighr/ nike uſo-6f his 
great rpoſehebepinsrs' applaud che wiſdom 
and' ere ofthe Vi Try hivvertgcy, ontywatd 
comely carriage, and wo bs hotding kinr Fan of nvlefſs 
worth and deſert, then arty” aboirt'th6 K Krrig, neither” were Theſe 
things ſpoken to'ptivate para pee alons,'bup even in 
the cares ofthe King, rotheintenr r to/conkirine theKings favout 263 


ward Mat 3 $3779 12957 'ME-TIP” Tie 1 6 
1 Ibefs th <<mingro this geieſeiriahs cares; takes irgbnglets 
forge fro! by orelacng a perſoiuge,/ and rherefore ſo much the more 


pe { 
Dopeph betweeme them, , and Sos waits nothing but enter- 


courſe 


(14) 
Courſe of ſpeech for confirmance of acquaintance, and procuring 
further relation cicher to other. Time offers opportunity ; the 
Earle and he meers, each changeth 2cquaintance with acquaintance 
of greater familiarity, ſo that many tines letters paſſed berweene 
them in their abſence, and courtly diſcourſes being preſent, by 
which meanes on all hands a confident amiry hoe, 4 
Intheſe times the Counteſſe of Eſſex being a ſpeRator of thoſe, 
and perceiving this Viſcount to be ſtill raiſed up unto honours day- 
ly ; in hope of greater, -is the more fired with 2 laſtfull deſire, and 
the; greater 1s her indeavours by the .inftigation of ſome of her 
friends to accompliſh what ſhee determined: for greatneſſe doth 
not quallifie, but ſet an edge upon luſtfull appetites, and where the 
= +a a are to maintaine it , [there the greater affeRions are 
1 . | wee | 


The courſe ſhee takes to procure affetion., ſhee combines with DoFor 
Forman; they contlude tobemitch the Viſcount. | 


IN: theſe furious fits, ſhee.makes her repaire to Miftris 7arzer, 

and begins a new complaint, whereby ſhee makes manifeſt an ex- 
traordinary affetion towards this yong gentleman, ſo that ſhee 
could not reſt without his company, neither knew ſhee any means 
to-attaine ber ends, there. being no relation nor acquaintance be- 
tweene them : whereupon Miſtris 7wrzer, being ſtill her ſecond, 
and ready to pur anyevill attempt into.execution, concludes with 
the Counteſle ro inchant the Viſcount to affett her ;.- And for this 
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, (3 
witchcraft, great coſt in making Pictures of wax, croſles of filver, 
little babies forthart uſe, yer all to ſmallpnrpoſe ; ' At Tength they 
continuing in their Sorcery, adviſed her to live at Court, where 
ſhee had free acceſle without controule, though of ſmall acquain- 
tance with him whom ſhee moſt reſpetted, nevertheleſſe, ſhewing 
an affable countenance towards him, hoping in proceſle of time to 
attaine that ſhee required. Time offers opportunity, and amongſt 


. other, at length theſe two fall into league, the Counteſle being 


joyfull of her prey, admires him, uſes all kindneſle that may be to 
intrap him : He, whether by theſe inchantments, or by rhe light- 
neſſe of his owne diſpoſition carried, is as much beſotred, num- 
bring her amongſt rhe beſt women, and doubling every aQRion in 
his eſtimation, in ſo much, that hee could ſcarce reſt but inher 
company;whereupon their meetings grew frequent,and diſcourſes 
pleaſant, by theſe meanes inflaming the fire of a luſifull ap- 

ite. | 

Theſe things having happened ſo well ro her expeation, cauſes 
a greet love towards theſe good couple, (v:z.)Dotor Forman ,and 
Miſtris Twrzer, ſolliciting them with Letters, with money, and 
large promiſes, to continue ſtill their friend, they willing tomake 
uſe of their wealth, more then expe&ing any good they could ac- 
compliſh by rheir Arr, perſiſt amongſt her imployments : Miſtris 
Terzer makes triall for her felfe, by which meanes, many fleights 
and accuſtomed rricks are practiſed, and now reported to returne 
to the hurr of many ; for a womans hands being once: entred in- 
to the act of finne,runs head-long to her deſtru&&ton, turning thoſe 
evill 2As to evill ends, and endeavouring to purchaſe by that means 
profit and commoditie. 


C 


(16) 


Ho it was thoaght the Earle of Northampton had a hand in the bujj- 
nefſe. Invites the Yiſtount to ſupper. The Counteſſe and be meets. 
places of meet:iu2s are appointed, The Earle made Chancellor of 
Tambredpe, | 


JT was vulgarly apy chat the Counteſle of Eſſex having 
ſuſtained theſe difcontents with herhusband, acquainted her Un- 
cle,the Earle of Northampton, of her affe&tion eſpecially towards 
the Viſcount, who weighing the profit that might redound to his 
owne tmployments, if there were ſuch affiniry had berween them, 
ſeemed ro give a hking towards it, and endeavoured rather to fur- 
ther it, thenat all to diſſwade her, or giving her that honeſt and 
good counſel! to be dutifull to her husband, as was fitting. How- 
foever the firſt meeting rhat they had, wherein there was any con- 
ference, was at the Earles houſe, who invited the Viſcount to ſup- 
per, and there finding the Counteſle;they at their pleaſure appoin- 
ted meetings for further diſcourſes.Buc whetherthere was any one 
madepriviero theſethings it is norevident. 
Bur from this rime the Counteſſe and Viſcount coninucd their 
looſe kind of life, and as was commonly ſuſpeRed, had further re- 
lationthen was fitting, to the great diſparagement of them both, 
and diſhonourof fo noble 2 Houſe; what the iſſue of theſe things 
are cominue #n obſcurity, notwithſtanding the Earle of Ner- 
thampron is much blamed, the Counteſſe defamed, and the Vit- 
count himfſelfe for his looſeneſie ſuſpeted. 


Now wasthis Lord propounded at the Regent houſe tobe Chan- 


cellor of Cambridge,the Schollers fall into dwvers-opiniongand the 
Ramiſts propound the Prince,to oppoſe him; this ele&ion paſſed of 
the Earles ſide, he refuſes, but till flatters the Schollers, makes the 
King acquainted with it, 8&rhough willing to undertake it,yet ſhew- 
ing an unwillingneſſe, endeavoured rather to be urged to 1t, then re- 
ceive it valuntarily ; this was imputed, becauſe of his _ tothe 

| rince, 
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Prince, bur the truth was to perceive, whether the Schollers affe- 
Rions were ſer{ed upon love and reſpe&t unto himſelfe, or mcercly 


to depend upon his greatneſſe. The King writes in-his behalfe to 
the Vicechancellor. They proceed rothe new ele&tion, the Earle 

is choſen, his cheſedant him, and bein requitall ſends many 
ard plaufive Lerters, and that they might be the mw reals, 
_ ſent to Schollers, wrote to them un Latiae, ir is 1nrollerable 
the flattery that he uſed. | 


Overbury gromes 7mto grate with the Kong 1.made Knight, The ex- 
t2rcourſe betweere the Comneſſe and the Viſcount made knowne to 
Overbury. 


AFrerſoine continuanceof time, Maſter © verhury owes &mi- 
nent in Court, as well by zex{on of the Viſcounts favour, as the 
and carefull diligence that he had in Court employments ; 
10 that now comparing his worth with his wealth,he is had 1n more 
reſpeRt, and the honour of Knight-hood beftowed upon him, with 
the hope of better things; this howſoever in ur ſelfe it be not valu- 
able, yerin ſpeculators « ſtriketh a doubt, efpecially in the Viſ- 
count, for ſoveraignty and love can abide.uo Paragon. | 
Thingsthat-at the beginning proceed with modeſty, are little or 
nothing regarded. But when mengrow-ol in fuch: things that are 
hatefull, they makeevery placealike witha bluſhlefle face, com- 
mitting themtothe open view : By this meanes O Verdury came ac- 
quainted with this entercourſe betweene the Viſcount and the 
Counrefſe : for now they having had ſometime of familiarity and 
entercourfe inremote parts;ſhame'not to commit the fin of veuery 
1nthe Cort, and that to the privity of Sir Thomas, who both 
loathes and hates what he ſecs, avoiding rather then intruding him- - 
ſelfe tothe krowledge of it, neither wneddles hee any way or other 
with it, 'burllets ther alonc:tn cheir vicious courſes, and 'rather 
ſcemestobetonorant, then take:any DONS Go: 
Ws ever- 


Nevertheleſſe, hee is employed-to carry Letters 'to.and againe 
between the Coutitefſe andthe Viſcount;ſome to Paternoſter-row, 
ſome to Hammerſmith, -and others to other places of meeting, 
which were appointed betweene them, by which maeanes compa- 
ring both ations together, he entred intothe ſectets ofthis myfte- 
Ty, and became acquainted with more things then the' Viſcount 
would have had him, from whence a kind of jealoufie was carried 
towards him. | 


Of the ſecond complaint of the Earle of Efſex. The: Counteſſe com- 
bines with Turner to bewitch him.1t taketh effe4. Formans death : 
Ore Greſham ts entertained into the buſineſſe. 


Ow the Earle of Eſſex perceiving-himfelfeto be rather leſſe re- 
garded, then any whit at'all eſteemed, enters:into '2 new: dil- 
courſe with his Lady, with many proteſtations both of his con- 
ſtancie and love towards her; but withall tells her of her looſeneſle, 
» of the report of the vulgar, and what a ſtrange courſe of life ſhee 
Ted, contrary to all piety and honeſty, which ſtung rhe Counteſſe 
rothe heart, and more encreaſed and augmented her malice to- 
wards him, ſo that in a great fury, ſhee takes her coach, and repairs 
to her ancient acquaintance Miſtris 7 #rzer, who according to her 
old cuſtome;, is ready to performe any evill a&,and there they com- 
bine co bewitch the Earle, and procure frigidity q#oad hazc : for 
this purpoſe Door Formaz for the procuring of meanes, pictures 
in wax are made, crofles and many ſtrange anduncoth things ( for 
what will the devill leave unattempted ro accompliſh their ends >) 
many attemprs failed, and ſtill the Earle ſtood it out. Ar laſt, they 
framed a picture of wax, and got a thorne from a tree that bare 


' meanes they accompliſhed their defires. 
This being done according to her expeRation, ſhee repaires to 
her houſe at Chartley;andthither the Earle comes to her, but _ 
| cher 


| leaves, and ſtucke upon the privity of the ſaid pifture, by which 
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(49) | 
ther he was more lnftyrhen ſhee-expeted, or what other accideny 
happened, it is unknowne : nevertheleſſe ſhee grew. jealous of her 
arr, and falls into a great feare, that all their labour was loſt, wher- 
upon ſhee writ a Letter to Door Formanto this effect : "MN 


 Oweet Father, although I have found yoau ready at all times to further 

mee, yet muſt 1 ſtill crave your helpe, wherefore 1 beſeech you to re- 
member, that you keepe the doores cloſe, and that you ſtill retarxe the 
Lord with mee, andhis affeF1on towards mee, 1 haye no cauſe but to 
be confident tn you, although the world be againſt mee, yet heaven farles 
mee wot, many are the troubles I ſuſtaine, the doggedneſſe of my Lord, 
the croſſeneſſe of my enemies, and theſubverſion - (= ortunes, upleſſe 
you by your wiſclome doe deliver me aut of the midſt of this milderaeſſe, 
which I antreat for Gods ſake. -41- | 
From Chartley, 


Your affeRionate loving daughter, 
Francis Eſſex. 


This Letter coming tothe hands of the old Maſter, procures 2 
new attempt, and now hegoes and inchants 2 Nutmeg and a Let- 


ter, and to be given to the Viſcount in his drinke, the other to be 


ſentuntohim as a preſenr ; Theſe things being accompliſhed, he 
not long after dyed, leaving behind him ſome of thoſe Letters, 
whereby the Counteſſe had entercourſe with him in his Pocket, 
which gave ſome light into the buſineſſe, amongſt which this ſame 
was ONE. | 

Do&or Formas being dead, Miſtris. 7 «rzer wanted one to aſſiſt 
her, whereupon at the Counteſle her coming up to London, ore - 
Greſham was nominatedto be entertained into this buſineſſe, and in 
procefſe of time was wholly intereſſed in ir. This man was had in 
ſuſpitionto have had a hand in the Gunpoiwder Treaſon, he wrote 
ſo neere in his Almanack, but withone queſtion he was a very $kil- 
full man1in the Mathemaricks, and in his later time in wirchcratr, 


S. 3 | (as 


| (20) 
(as tiow ſuſpe&ted) and therefore the fitter to be Employed in thoſe 
\rirronrn which as they wete devillifh, fo the devill had a hand 


The way", ſends the Viſcount this Letter inchanted by DoFor For- 
man: Places of meetings appointed, their intolferable ltoſentſſe. 
Poets yerſes upon them, The beginning of the Fall, 


Pon her retarne fhee ſends gratulations to the Viſcount, and 
with thoſe the Letter ſent her by Do@or Forman, hee reades it, 
and the more he reades itz the more is intangled:For no man knows 
the miſeries that are contained in evil Arts, and who can withſtand 
the wordsofevill totigues; whereupon he retutnes atſiver, and new 
places of meetings are aſſigned, amongſt the reſt, one at Hamrmer- 


{mith : In the mean time the Viſcount makes diſpatch of his buſi- | 


*. 


neſſe;teaviny things halfe done,halfe undone, to the intent he might 
meet her, who had nov ſtayed for his comming above two houres, 
and being:met, they ſolemnly ſaluted each other ; fall into divers 
diſcourſes, aid infinuating phraſes, from words todeeds, and from 
ſpeaking, to acting the ſin of venery. The Counteſle having obtai- 
ned that ſheedefired, and the Viſcount caught in thenet ofadula- 
tion, the more he frives to be looſed, is canght the fafter, ſo that 
Iaft having by this meanes got liberty, being covered with great- 
nefſe, like a fire long concealed in a pile of rotten wood, burſt 
forth with all looſenefſe and licenctouſneſſe ; places of more fre- 
aent and private meetings being concluded betweene them, per- 
ons fitting for their ptrpoſes being acquamited with their proce 
dings ; watchwords aregiven. All things having relationto a cer- 
taine end, makes them more boldly and ſafely to accompliſh that 
which both time and memory cannor demonſtrate 1in former 
Hiſtory. 
—ob theſe good parts which ſeemed heretofote tobe hopetull 
in the Viſcount, conſumes to cinders, andthe corruption remaines 
to 
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(21) 
tro brand him ia the fore-head for his ill living ; his modeſty be” 
comes eclipſed, his behaviour light, his carriage unſeemely in his 
place, nothing ſo coltly, no tyre ſo uncorh, bur at all cofts and 
charges he obtaines ir for theencreaſe of favour ; new faſhions are 
produced, that ſo he might ſhew more beautifull and faire,and that 
his favour and perſonage might bee made more manifeſt to the 
world, and for this purpoſe yellow bands, duſted haire, curled, cri- 


- ſped, frifled, ſlicked sk1ns, open breaſts beyond accuſtomed mode- 


ie, with many other inordinare attires were worne on both ſides 
to the ſhew of the world, ſo that for the encreaſe of diſhoneſt appe- | 


 tites, they were abundantly practiſed and praiſed. ..” 


Surfeiting thus upon pleaſure, having been before accuſtomed 
unto hardneſſe, cauſeth him to fall into all mannerof forgetful- 
neſſe; letting all things go to wrack, carelefle in attendance, 
leQing State affaires, tgnorant of his owne worth, and ſubje&ing 
himfelfeto the luſtfull appetite of an evill woman, accompring 
no time ſo well ſpent, nor houre deemed ſo happie, as whendallt- 
ance and pleaſant diſcourſes paſt between them; either in words or 
writings,ſo that in him may be verified the old ſaying of the Poet. 


Non facili juuenum mult is © millibus unum 
Virtuts pretium,qu: putat efſe ſuum, 

Fallit eum Victum ſpecieuirtutis & wmbra 
Cum fit trifte habitumuultuque vefte Severum, 
Nec dubio tanquam fruge laudatur avorum. 


Of thouſand youths there ſrarce is one 
That tertue valueth a5 his prize, 

Foy vice aecerves him and alone 

The ſhew of vertue blinds their eyes, 
Although their countenance penſrue Lee, 
Thetr garments aud their habits erave, 
Yet all therr fruit doubthfſe we ſee 

Fs luſt ard glory that they crave. 
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Theſe things layes him open to the ill affe&tion of them that 
hatehim,' and layes the foundation of his utter ſubverſion, ſince the 
eyes of all men are upon ſuch as are eminent z and as black upon 
white is ſooneſt diſcerned, ſo evill conditions and laſcivious affe- 
tions are ſooneſt perceived in ſuch perſons. 


The faithfulneſſe of Sir Thomas Overbury «nto the Viſcount, the ad- 
Urcehegavehim contemned, Fatours are more beſtowed upon him þ. 
made of the Privy Conyſell. : 


if 35 courſe of life being ſomewhat ſtrange ro thoſe that were” 
- ignorant of theſe defignes, gives new. occaſion of wonder and 
admiration, how he ſhould continue ſtill his favour ; many things 
being left undone, others done to the halfe, infomuch thar all muſt 
. Ive upon Overtarys neck, and this doth he honeſtly, and te the Vit 
counts credit, attributing every a&tion to his doing, although of 
him neglected : Anſwers for him in his abſence, haſtens diſpatches 
1n his preſence, furthers rhe requeſts of ſuitors, and through the ne- 
glect and careleſneſſe of the Viſcount, growes in greater credit and 
eſteeme, ſo rhat his carefulneſle, ſufficiency, and diligence, makes 
wo become eminent, and beloved both of the King and Coun- 
ell. 

Yet nevertheleſſc he leſſens his owne worth, gives all the dignity 
to the Viſcount, endeavouring how the people ſtood affeted to- 
wards him, finds many complaints and ſome injuries to be done 
unco him, who being blinded with pleaſure, overſlips or lets them 
paſſe with ſmall reſpe& ; whereupon he takes occaſion at a time 
convenient, to utter theſe or the like words unto him : | Sir, how- 
ſoever other rhings may paſſe either with ſmall regard, 'or be ſmo- 
thered with honour, and greatneſle ; yet ſuch chings as lay a man 
open to obloquie and contempr, can hardly be obſcured in a perſon 
ſo publique and eminent as your Lordſhip is, which things are of- 
ten eſteemed tobe ina manthat outwardly ſeemeth light and effe- 

minate, 
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minate, or inwardly wanteth the ballaſt! of government to poiſee- 
ternall ations. IN VIE | ) V2 | 
Of a truth Sir ( be it ſpoken without offence ) the Court calls 

your modeſty into queſtion, and feares that theſe honours that 
ſhould be hereditary to noble perſonages, will be obſcured with e- 
minent evills, and blemiſhed with levitie and inconftancie. ] Theſe 
with many. other diſcourſes having at this time paſt betweene 
them, ſounded ſomrhing harſhly inthe Viſcounts eares, as all good 
counſell becomesevill, ro thoſe that arcevill. Andin akind of an- 
ger flung from him, though undeſerved, yer nevertheleſſe all his 
countenance and favour was not wholly obſcured, but that he mighe 
ſtill enjoy that which he expeted, which was hope of prefer- 
ment. 

| More favours are beſtowed upon the Viſcount, being called to 
be one of the Privy Counſell, which honour, howſoever it was 
great, and morerhen was expected ; yet becauſe he was yong, one 
that to the opinion of the world was of no education, lirerature, 
and experience, (beſides theſe inordinate courſes) brings him into 
further contempt of the world, fo that every mn would take rhe 
freedomeof his Language, and ſpeake harſhly of theſe proceedings: 
ſome condemnivg his courſe of lite, orhers his inſufficiencie, be- 
cauſe of his yourh, and moſt his want of experience, by which 
meanes his greatneſſe overtops his ſubſtance ; And as'a Ship with- 
out ballaſt 15 totrered roo and againe, to the terror of thoſe that are 
ih it ina ſtorme and high water 3 Even fo theſe hohours thus ſud- 
dainly beſtowed upon him hefore his due time, layes hin the more 
open to the evill opinion of the envious, and with ſome doth ſooner 
haſten his ruine : For which cauſe, it behooves ſuch as are thus 
drawne up meerly 'by fortune, either to be poſſeſſed with ſuch 
virtues aforehand , thar thereby they might maintaine themſelves 
in their greatneſFe, or elſe to expect a ſuddaine overthrow ar a time 
unexpected. | ff 


D B. 2. Spee- 
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B. 2. Speeches of the Lady Elizaberhs 2arriage with the Pallgrave : 
Conditions concluded upon. A. x. The Prixce tabes diſlike at the 
Viſcount. The Princes death, ramors upox the ſame. 


N Ow Prince Hezry was living, and having ſome intelligence of 
this looſe kind of life which the Vifcoune led, and being ſame- 
thing jealousof him, for becauſe of that he heard, doth uterly dif- 
like him, forbeares his company, and whether for that or ſome 0- 
ther cauſe, it is unknowne, falls flat at odds wich him, not once 
giving him any-countenance, or vouchſateing him his counte- 
NAnce. £- 
Not long after, as it might be about the beginning of Novem- 
ber, he fell fick, contimied ſo ſome weeke or little more, the mala- 
die-increaſing (lying in his head)he dyes: A matymay fay of this 
Princeas was ſaid of Meca45,both for wilJom & firengch of body, 


There was not the like ro be found among the Engliſh - The hope 


of England, ſtrange was the accident, and many the rumors that 
enſued upon his death. Some faid that a French Phylitiankilled 
him, others that he was poyſoned, againe others thought that he 
was bewitched ; yet no certainty could be found, but that he dyed a 
naturall death. This accident filled all the Kingdome with lamen- 
tations, and cauſed the Wedding that followed at Candlemas at- 
ter to be kept in ſable. The Funerall was performed.in grear ſhate, 
and with moregriefe ; much might be (aid, but I leave ir. My pur- 
poſe being onely. in briefe to ſer out theſe matters. to memory, that 
after-ages might ſee the evilLokour times, where the greateſt part 
ofmany Courtiers a&tions arc tofindout tricks, how.ro circum-: 
vent their fellow-ſervants, and fome, (if it were pollible) to diſpol- 
{eſſe rhe King of his dignity, as hereafter ſhallbe ſhewedz, ſoma- 
mare the di{comentsthat arecheriſhed among them. 

Theſe domeſtick affaires having thus happened, and the death of 
the Prince filling the Court with ſorrow, and the Court being m_ 

» 


(25) 
of other imployments, by reaſon of the Marriage that was tobe had 
with che Palſgrave of Rhine,and her grace, (whow2s now marriage- 
able) paſt over the reſt in ſilence. The match is concluded, and 
great expetation and proviſion for his coming over to performe 
the ceremonies of matrimony are made, at. whoſe coming, many 
rumors are Tp:ead abroad: Firſt, that the Spaniard rooke this to 
the heart, and therefore layd to doe him ſome milchiefe by the 
- Way. | t 

That rhere wasa Ship of pocker Piſto!ls came out of Spain, 
and that it was intended by the Papifts to have made 2 Maſſacre. 
And that Northamprtoxdid utterly oppoſe this march, for he was as 
great an enemy to the Dutch and Proteſtants, as eyer Czcell was 
their friend ; and that many Priefts were arrived, and ſuch like 


yer neverthelefle thyyas accompliſhed with great Pompe and fate, 


all or the greateſt part ofthe Nobility being there preſent, a Maske 
in the great banquetting-houſe, the Genelemen of the Middle Tem- 
ple, and other of Grayes Inne : a thirdbeſjdes three dayes Tyleing, 
and running at the Ring, the King himſelte in perſon with the yong 
Prince that now is King, beſides many other paſtimes, both ately 
and becoming the dignity ofa King. | 

At this time there wasa Proclamation againſt Verdingales, but 
to little purpoſe, for they rather increaſed greater, then dimini- 
ſhed ; For where a thing ts once growne into a habit, it is hardly to 
bereftrained. | —_ 

Therewas another Proclamation, upon the former report of the 
coming of a Ship of pocket Piſtolls out of Spaine, that no man 
ſhould carry 2 Piſtoll in his pocket, nor any that ſhould be lefle 
then a foot long inthe barrel]. Abour this time alſo the Papiſts 
weredifarmed, and many ſtrange rumors raiſed, which things be- 
cauſe they were uncertaine, I omit to relate them, being rather per- 
tinent unto ſtate, then unto.profir. 


D 2 Embaſſadory 
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Embaſſadors ſent tnto Ruſſia, Swethia, ard vther Provinces forthe re- 
nuns of friendſhip. Of the League int the Low-countries.. The Vue 
mour of it, 1 it 5 210 O10 DOE £30%9 397% 


PL TERETIES 
[ 


Any outrages having beene'now of late commited by the 
Arech-duke upon the States, divers rumors are raiſed concer- 
ning the Leaguer, both ſtrange and almoſt univerſall : For there: 


were partics,.the Pope, the Emperour, the'King of Spaihe, arid a 
_Cardinall to ate the Arch-duke againſt-the States. The fonnda-: 


rion of this combuſtion was .layd vpon the ſacking of a Proteſtant 
towne in Brabant ; whereupon Grave axricedrew out ten thou- 
ſand into the Field, and.ſome few blowes happened, and ſuſpected: 
that it would have growne further, and that rhere would have been 
4 generall oppoſition betweene Proteſtants and Papiſts, but by 
meanes of the Pope and the King, it was agreed,. and: went no fur- 
ther, but left a ſcare to give anew occaſion. | 

The warre of Denmarke was alſo brought unto a happy end; and 
the King retained his right there z; not long after the iſſue whereof, 
Embaſlidofs were ſent into Muſcovie to renew the League of 
friendſhip with -the Emperour, who now being brought low by 
continual! warres, was glad ro entertaine ſuch a motion. Trafique 
is confirmed- there with that Nation, and trom thencethe ſame 
Embaſſadors went to Swethia, to conclude a League of friend- 
ſhip, the reaſon whereof was thought tobe for the ancient amity 
thar had beene had heretofore betweenethe King of rhat Nation 
from thence they went to the Duke of Cleeve, and {o to the Em- 
perour with ſalutations.. - | 


The ſuit of the Cloth-workers ; my Lord of Rocheſter lands for them 3 
The complaint of the Counteſſe, ſhee ſues for a Divorce. | 


Ow this yeare the Cloth-workers { being covetous of larger 
imployments ) petition the King and Counſcl!l, that rhere 
| might 
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might $0 no more white cloth out of this Kingdome, but that they 
might beall dreſſed and dyed here before they went over, and the 
reaſons of their petition were three : USE 

- Firſt, that the Hollander making uſe of dreffing and dying our 
cloth almoſt doubled the value they bought ir for, whereby they. 
were'eliriched, and we weredmpoveriſhed. | 

The ſecoffd reaſon, that whereas there was 2 multitude of poore. 
in this Kingdome thar wanted imployment, if they might have the 
-dyitig and thedrefling of thoſe clothes, it would find chem worke 
whereby they might be relieved, and there was.no reaſon why any 
, other ſhould make benefic of thar which wee might make good of 
our ſelves. my 
. Laſtly, whereas the Tradeof dreſſing of. cloth began todecay; 
if how they: might but have rhis, in proceſle of time it might be re- 
Rored, and-they'might have as good skill to drefſe cloth, as the 
Dutchmen. My Lord of Rocheſter, my Lord of Northawpron, 
my Lord Treaſurer that now is, were great agents in this bulineſle,, 
and were thought-to have been promiſed great” ſummes of money 
to accommpliſh.tr. ' 128 b 

Now the Counteſle begin new complaints, and findes her Art 
to continue firme, and that indeed there was ſuch frigidity: qaoad 
hanc accompliſhe 1: Thac' her husband, the good Earle of Eſſex, 
could not execute the office of a husband,ſhe up andrels her friends _ 
that ſhee is ſtill a maid, and thar ſh-e had good c1ufe to complain, = 
fince that ſhee having continued fo long his wife, ſhee in that ſpace 
had never the fruition of that pleaſure thar ought ro be berweene 
man and-wife,for which cauſe thee proteſted thar ſhe \would never 
keep him company any longer,and defired a Divorcement, becauſe 
of his iuſufficiencie. 

This ſeemed ſtrange unto the world, who tooke notice of che 
Earletobe of an able body, and likely to have many children, and 
ro undertake 2ny exploit forthe g f che Commorn-wea!th, in- 
deed valuing thus to be but an idle and vain rumour rhat was ſpread 
| 3:4 (as 
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(as often happened) to ſee how furiv a thing wonld be liked icivhe 
world, and therefore let it paſſe with litrle notice. | 
Inthe meane time there is a morion betweene Rochefier and her 
for a marriage, and fince it was ſo, that the world had takennorice 
of their buſineſle, now to make ſome fatisfaction, they would con- 
ſummate a wedding betweene them : This motion was well liked 
of on both parries, bat the obſtacle remained, her husband was a- 
live, and the Law would not permit her to have two husbands ; - 
wherenpon ſhee growes the moreexger of a divorce, that ſo ſhee 
might have a new husband, (for women of her diſpoſition delighr 
in change) and therefore renewes her complaint, advice is taken in 
the buſineſſe whether ſuch a thing may be had,there being no cauſe 
publique of adultery or diſlike of the husband : Againe, it was a 
queſtion whether the wife might ſuc a-divorce or nor, for that the 
Bill of divorcement was givento the husband, and nor to the wife; 
maryfach like objeRions being diſputed to and againe; at laſt it is 
conclinded. FE OLF-4 
That im caſe the Earle was fo unable, as ſhe reported, toexecure 
the office of an husband, and that upon the ſearch of twelve ma- 
trons, ſhee appeared ftill to be a maid : It was lawfull chat there 
might be a divorce, and the reaſon was two-fold, one that there 
might bee a frigidity 9guoadhanc, another thar marriage was ap+ 
pointed for procreation ſake, for which cauſe it was thought law- 
full to ſue a divorce. | 
Upon this they proceededto the ſearch, twelve Matrons were 
empannelled, the day appointed, the ſearch made, and the yerdi& 
returned, that ſhe was a true maid : who ſhould bring this to the 
eares of the King, but my Lord of Northampton, and ſo to rhe 
world, who growes jealous of fraud, doubting either corruption 
or deceit, (for it was vulgarly reported) that ſhe had a child long 
before in my Lords abſence ; whereupon, ſome ſay this, fome ſay 
that, and moſt that the Countefſe was not ſearched; but that one 
of Sir Thomas Monſors daughters was brought into be Cane in 
er 
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her place, and fo both Jury and Judges deceived. Bur how rruethis © 
ts,is nor credible ; yet neverthelefle they grant a hill of divorce, and 
now a ſeperation being had betweche them,the Earle in a great dil- 
content leaves the Court, and repaired to his houſe in Warwick- 
ſhire, and there lives a private life. 


The motion of Marriage goes forward, Overburies 0p1-z70n concermmme 
it; He diſ[wades Rocheſter from it : The breach Letweene them ; 
 » theprincipall cauſe of it. | 


Ow might there bee a Lawfull diſcourſe of marriage, fince 
there was 2 lawfull divorce, had it neverthelefſe been kept pri- 
vate, and onely ſome particular friends made Privie on Rochefters 
{ide , Overbury, whoſe advice he requires amongſt others in this 
buſineſfe, to what end it is unknowne. Neverthelefſe, Owvertary 
wasutterly againſt it, and being in ſerious diſcourſe with him con- 
cerning this ſubje&, in the paſſage gallery at Whitehall, entred 
into theſe or the like words, as was reported. 

' Firſt, how mach he ſtood obligedto him for his conntenance 
and favour, and therefore would ſpeak nothing but what wavtruth. 
Then how dutifaland ready /he was ro performe all his commands, 
from whence he might eaſily perceive, that what he fpake was out 
of feftion. And'laftly, that he had ofremendeavoured to avert his. 
mand from theſe things, that both time andrheenvieof men might 
turne h1sprejudice, taxing hamthar he hadmadeallthits tobecome 
hurtfulluntohim, and converting the- meaning of good jntentions 
towards him, to his difparagemenr and lofle ; notwithſtanding the 
Viſcount ſtill preſt him on to paſſe his opinion, proteſting prear 
kindneſfe, andto:do: nothing without his opinion; whereupon he 
fets him underſtand, rhat perceiving the common reports: of the 
multitude, and weighing them withthe greatusſfe of hi perſon,. 
thathe found it ro be no leſſe hurefull-ro his preferment, rhen-help- 
fulbto ſubvert and overthrow him. For who wouldGeing _—_ 

Py) 
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of ſo great poſſibility as he was, ſogreat honours and large reve” 
nues, and daily in expeCtationof others) caſt all away upon a wo- 
man, that 15 noted both for her injury and immodeſty, and pull 
upon him the hatred and.contempr of great perſonages for ſo ſmall 
a matter ; then he willed him to conſider with himſelfe the condi- 
tion of the perſon whereof he ſpake, the manner of her carriage 
from her youth, her prefcnt converſation, the many envies, diſho- 
nours and diſlikes that were attendant upon her; and beſides,which 
is now the common report of the vulgar (and he ſhould find them 
to be ſo) many evils to attend her ſubverſion and overthrow. 

It is nor the nature of a wiſe man to make her his wife, whom he 
hath made his whote. Laſtly, willed him to expe& no better requi- 
tall ather hands,then which ſhe had ſhewed to her former husband, 
and withall to weigh the preſent condition thar he was in, and to 
compare it with the future ; now hee had, as it were, but an. in-' 
clination unto ſuch a thing, neither were thoſe things made evi- 
dent, that after ages would lay open, nevertheleſſe' that hee was 
taxed with incivility, levity , and indeed effeminateneſſe, that 
by the opinion of the wiſe, he was adjudged altogether unworthy 
of thar honour that was beſtowed upon him. But when theſe ſur- 
miſes ſhould comeby this his marrizge to be made evident, what 
evils before were bur ſuſpe&ed,ſhould then be enlarged, and laidto 
his charge : Honour 1s not attended with volupeuouſnefle, nor are 
the ruines of a rotten branch ro be cheriſhed upon a new. planted 
tree ; but if that he meant ro be made famous, and tocontimue that 
with him, that now hee freely enjoyed ; his opinion was, that hee 
ſhould utterly leave and forſake her company, and to hold her, was 
borh hurrfull and hatefull. £ RHO 

Theſe ſpeeches drew on others, and the Viſcount being a litrle 
retled in his affetion, growes ſomewhat harſh. And Sir Thomas 
having been heretofore excepted at with theſe kind of contentions, 
growes ſo much the more careleſſe, anſivers word for word; ſo that 


from faire and. friendly ſpeeches, they grew to words oft ariger, n 
; ; | elther 
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either to croſſe other. In conclufion, Over4ery requires his porti- 
on due unto him, and ſo wills Rechefter to leave him fo his owne 
fortunes, for that he could not endure theſe inordinate jangles 
which he had accuſtomed towards him of late, and that if there 
had beene any thing ſaid, that was either offenfive to him, or to che 
diſparagement of rhe Counteſle, it was by his owne crane, 
and by reaſon of the good will and affeQion that he bore ro him : 

with theſe and many ſuch words they parted. 


Rocheſter 4d the Counteſſe meet, They couclude the death of Overbu- 


ry; Ti hat Northampton had a hand in it ; cauſes why, 


"He Counteſſc having ere this borne a deadly hate towards Over- 
bury, becauſe he had oftentimes before diſwaded the Viſcount ' 
to abſtaine from her company ; yet now having diſcloſed unto her 
this ſpeech, ſhee becomes much more revengetull, efpecially be- 
cauſe he had taxed her with the name of a Whore; for truth is hate- 
full to theevill, and what before ſhee concealed, now breakes forth 
with furie. For concealing anger is much worſe then open vio- 
lence, per{wading Rochefter that it was not poſlible that ever ſhee 
ſhould endure theſe injuries, or hope for any proſperity as long he 
lived; he being the onely man that withſtood his purpoſes, with 
many other perſwaſions, that he onely of all men beganto grow e- 
mtnent, and who was the man ſo likely to ſtep up after him as O- 
verbury: Inſomuch as theſe perſwaſions, together with his owne 
conceived evill, procures the Viſcount togive a liking to her deter- 
mination, and to put his hand into the fire, where he needed not, 
making himſelfe acceſſary to that which he had no occaſion to pur 
in practiſe at all. ED 
There were ſome that charged Northampton to have had: a hand 
in theſe buſineſſes, and to have uttered theſe and the like words, 
That he wondered how the Viſcount could be ſo much affected to 
this man Overbsry, rhat without him he could doenothing, (as it 
| 8 were) 


\ Qed. And'firſthewas thought too ſevereagainſt the Lady 4ratelle, 
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were, making him his right hand, ſeeing he being newly growne 
into the Kings favour, and wholly depending upoa bis greatneſſe, 
'muſt expe: to cometo'rume, when that man roſe to preferment : 
Alſo he condemned Over4ary for his'boldnefle and peremptory 
faucineſſe, that checkt afid correfted the Viſcount for the lovethar 
paſtbetwixr the Viſcountand him, and oppoſed | many of his .de- 
ſignes and purpoſes ;whereuponhe concluded, that unleſſe he did 
either curbe his greatnefle, or abate his pride, the in time would be 
equall with him both in poiver and greatnefſe : whether this pro- 
ceeded out of feare of himſclfe, orenvie towards Owerhnry, orto 
collogue with his Neece and Rocheſter,or toipreventthe plagues of 
S* Tho: who altogether diſtaſted theſe nigling courſes : It cannot be 
conceived bur theſe are the laſt words thathe ſpakeof this ſubjeR. 
That for his owne part he knew 'himſelfe.cleare in all offences 2- 
gainſt rhe State, and their familie was 'ſo:eminent in the'Com- 
mon-wealth, that he could nor hurt him. :But for 'Rechefter, being 
made privie to all his deſignes, growing peremptory, and no whit 


traQable to his diſpoſition ; beſides likely to come to:eminency 
and honour in the Common-wealth, he finds it both:neceſſary and 


firting for his ſafety, that he ſhould be-a:meanes to diſpatch him : 


whereupon the Viſcount being led by the noſe, as he thought for 


the beſt, gives conſent, and endeavours to put in prattiſe what they 
have determined ; Now of-all hands they caſt abourhow rhis-might 
be cffedted and ipaſle unregarded, ſo that rhey might ſuſtaine ao 
loffe or difparagement by the attempt. 


Sir William Watte:remeve# from the Lieutenancie of the" Tower, 


Sir Tarvice Yeluis' preferred, | 


or: this purpoſe alone it was thought that a quarrel! was picked 
'by Sir'Will:;am Wade, who was now:Lieutenant of the Tower, 
andhad continued a while, but there-were other cauſes obje- 


and 
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and gave ſomeother Priſoners too. mudh libertie: Another was, 
that he being now growne rich, began bo grow careleſſe and negle- 
Red his office; Bur the very trath of the boſineſſewas thoughtto 
be this, Sir Fervace Yelatc being a Lincolnſhire gentleman, having 
beene brought up 2 publique life from his yourh, trained in the 
ſtndy of the publique Lawes at Lincolns Inne, and ambitious of 
preferment, offered a ſumme of money for that honour and place ; 
For howſaever Sir ”/:ll:am ads. might be one way taxed for his 
roo much deſire of wealth, which thing might be tollerable in 
him, being preftwich a great charge ; yet he was-wile,, honeft,, and 
diſcreet inhls place, and diſcharged it with much more ſufficiencie- 
then he that ſucceeded him: but according to the ſaving ofrhe 
Poet. 


Quifquis hatet nummos ſecura NaUrgat anra, 
Fortnaaque ſuo temporet arbitrio, 


Theſe men that flore of money have 
with proſperoue wind ſhall ſaile, 
And fortune plates unte their wiſh, 
To ſpeed they cannot fayle. 


By this meanes he is got into the Lieutenancie, ahd for this 
cauſe Lir Villiam Wade is pur out. Things ordered afrer this ſort 
never proceed withont envie, unlefſe the perſons that enjoy ſuch 

laces be very conſiderate, it is likely they will have a ſuddaine fally 

ut what care men of power for ſuch things > he being eſtabliſhed 
in bis office muſt recolle& his money pay'd by ufing ſome kind 
ofextortion, and tobeare ont this, be obſervant to ſuch as prefer- 
red him, and ſo by their countenance, he might uſe the greater li- 
berty : For this cauſe he made the Earle of Northampton and Ro» 
cheſter the whole end of his a&ions, fearing more to diſpleaſe 
them then the King ; A fir man for their purpoſe. - = 
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The Counteſſe reparres to Miſtris Turner to enquire a man out for hey , 


makes complaint of Overburies :»ſolexcie, diſcloſes her determins- 
£70425 ; Weſton 7s nominated. 


N the meane time the Counteſſe thought it not enough to heare, 

nor to fret and fume, nor perſwade and intreat my Lord to under- 
take this dangerous enterpriſe ; but to Miſtris Tarzer ſhee muſt go, 
and there renue her complaints with teares, (hardly found in a:wo- 
man of her diſpoſition) proteſting ſhee was never ſo defamed, nei- 
ther did thee ever thinke, that any man durſt to be ſo ſaucie, asto 
call her whore and baſe woman, and that to Rocheſter her only 
hopes, and with an impudent face; But Overturythat Negro, that 
{cumme of men, that Devill incarnate, he might doe any thing, and 
paſſe either unregarded or unpuniſhed : This moves pity in this 
pitifull woman Miſtris 7 «rzer, who frets as faſt to ſee her fret, fo 
that there is ſtorming betweene them, as 15 incredible. At length, 
as wee ſee two clouds atter long ſtrife in the ayre, which ſhall have 
the priority in place, joyne in one ; ſo theſe two women, after they 


| had fulfilled their frantick humor joyne in this, to be the death of 


him ; that muſt be the end, (there is no malice to the malice of a 
woman) no ſubmiſſion, no intreaty, no perſwaſion could prevaile, 
but he muſt dye, Miſtris Twrzer ſoothes her with (7 that ſhee mould) 
and it 1s pity be thould liveto defame ſo honourable 2 Lady, ſo well 
deſcended, to the utter diſparagement of her houſe, and that rather 
then he ſhould paſſe with life, ſhee would be his deaths-man her 
ſelfe; words of courſe in ſuch caſes, where people are: carried away 


with heady malice, not with reaſon : Yet forall this, coming to- 


their right ſences, they begin to weigh the matter, and that it was 
no ſmall thing to kill aman, both in reſpec of conſcience and law. 
Therefore they caſt about which ſhould be the beſt way to doe it ; 
at laſt they conclude, that to poyſon him was the only way, and that 


with leaſt ſuſpe&. Bnt then the partie that ſhould doe ir was to 
N ſeeke; 
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feeke ; for he muſt be no ordinaty man, ſome Apothecarie or Phy- 
fitianthat might temper the poyſon' rightly to take effe&, accor- 
ding to their minde, and of long ſtudy : one eſto: was named, that 
had ſometime beene ſervant to DoQor Twrzer, and thereby learred 
ſuch experience, that none was ſo fitting to.accompliſh this cx- 
ploirto him. This man now in the countrey muſt be ſent for, Mi- 
ftris Twrner muſt worke upon him tobring him to this exploit ; 
. forthingsof this nature muſt be carried with wiſdome and diſcre- 
tion, for who will hazard his life for (had I wiſt.) Two hundred 
pounds is proffered him, and he of all men undertakes it. 
i 


Overburies great favour, The motion of the Councell to ſend him Em- 
baſſadour tothe Arch-duke. He contemplates of it. Is perſwaded Ly 
' my Lord Viſcount torefuſe it, | 


Heſe things notwithſtanding Over4ry ſtill growes into favour, 
and the Councell ill finding his diligence and ſufficiency in his 
lace, nominates him as a inan fit tobe ſent Embaſſadour into the 
ow-countries- to the Arch-duke, making that a meanes to draw 
him up to great preferments. This comes to Overewres care, who 
knowing my Lord of Northampton to be his utrer enemy, & grow- 
is jealous of Rocheſter, begins to contemplate,vhat the meaning 
of this might be; thus betweene hope and feare, he ſtands at a maze: 
To refuſe would be to his great diſgrace; to undertake it would be 
to the loſſe of his preferment : ſtanding 1n theſe doubts, the Viſ- 
count after thus many jangles comes to him and falutes him, and 
after many diſcourſes, falls into ſpeech of the intention of the 
Councell concerning this hop, not ſo muchto aſfiſt and en- | 

courage him to it, as to ſee how he ſtood affected z whereupon, fin- 
ding him hammering upon his determinations, not being certainly 
determined ts any thing, joynes with him, and utterly diſwades 
him from undertaking it : For (quoth he) your preferments and 
- yourexpeRations lyes not —_— forraigne nations ; you. are now 
| 2 in 
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incredir at lromiez aid have already wade tryall of che dangers: of 
rravaile, why then ſhould you hazard all upon uncertainties, bei 

in poſſeſſion (35 a man might ſay)-of all that you may expe by 
by this meanes already > Theſe fpeeches,what with the truſt he pur 
inthe Viſcount, what with the fulneſſeof his-mind, doth in 
2 manner confirme hisopinion rather-to leave it, then to take it. 
Bur nevertheleſſe gives to underſtand, that it was-no ſmall thing to 
oppoſe the determination of the. Couneel!, and to contradicthe 
Kings imploymetit; for ineither of thefe! hemuſt expeR the dit- 
pleaſure of both, and be;tn danger ito receive condigne. puniſh- 
ment. 

But Rocheſter, toget theſe doubts out of his mind, with great 
proteſtation and long diſcourſes, let him underſtand. he had fo 
much experience of his worth, and found. him. ſo faithfull and dili- 
gent in imploymenrs, thar he could ſo well miſe his right hand 
as miſſe himandthat'in caſe atly ſuch danger ſhould happen ro 
him; yet nevertheleſſe, ifeirher his word, his letter, credrt, or f4- 
vour, could either mitigate, releaſe, or relieve him, it ſhould-not. 
be wanting todoc him caſe and pleaſure. | 

Being ted on with theſe hopes, he is ina manner drawne utrerly 
to deny that which was intended for his profit, and to give him a 
fit opportunicy togxcuſe their malice towards him, as after hap- 


pened according to the ſaying of the Poet, 


Ne guicquam crede, baud credere Jure quam 
| nam fronte polito 
Aſftutumrappido torrent ſub pettore vulpem. 


Beleeve not thou ſcarce any man ;, 
For oft a_Phrygzan faces 

1s ſmoothly covered with a ſmile, 
But withiy ſeeks thy diſgrace. 


The Viſcount ſeeing him at this time in ſo fitting a vaine to be 
wrought 
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wrought upen,. ad fo caily ro be: perſwade] from this pgrpole, 
ſhewed him much more favour then heretofore hehad done, the 
betrer to confirme credence in him towardshis perſwaſions, & © 
encourage him in his determinations.& by this. meanes he is.ytrerly 
deceived, and growes confident to forſake its inthismind the Vſ- 


# 
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count leaves him, and betakes.himſel fe ro his-purpoſe. 


The Counteſſe, Earle, and Viſcount meet. They aetermine of the anat- 
ter. The King ts incenſed againſt Overbury. | 


Ir Fervace being now growne-old in his. office, and being ac- 
\.quainted with 41t.; amongſt other things is ſounded whether he 


ſtands faithfull to his Patrons, Northamptor and Racheſter,, whereby 
it.is found, rhathe would be plyant to any,thing they would deſire; 


bur.yet not made acquainted.with chis determination, nevertheleſſe 
it-feeds them with hope-to execute their. purpoſes with better-pro- 
ſperitie,: For the Lieutenant being their friend, andFeſoz (2 man 
that had gotten the art of poyſoning) entertained for the purpoſe, 
and with 2refolute mind readytoeffe&d.it, mide them neither ſu- 
ſpe& nor doubt any thing, onely-how they might get him to the 
Tower. For this purpoſe it is thought fit, that Rocheſter having the 
Kings earc, ſhould he 2meanes to-poſſefie the Kingwith ſome m1(- 
demearorsthar he had committed, \that-therebyzhe King being in- 
cenſtagainſt him, and the refuſall of che Embaſſage, making evi- 
dent rhe truth of theſe complaints, :thatthey need not doubt of any 
ſuch matter ; whereupon my Lord of Rocheſter amongſt other 
things. (as at. time convenient )) Jetsthe King.underſtand how .info- 
lent -O verkury.was growne,; that he not cnly contemned him, but 
His Majeſty. alſo, cftimating this.imployment-to be ſent Embaſſa- 
dor either too light a prefermenr for his deſerts, or elſe intended to 
procere him furtherevill, and that ke utterly diflik't it, and deter- 
mined to refule it. . 4 | 

The King being poſſeſſed of. theſe things, and þy-him, (whoro 


the 
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the judgment of the world was his greateſt friend) took diſpleaſure 
at it, ſo that by his countenance, one might have perceived his an- 
ger ; For the frowning of a King is like the roaring of a Lyon, 
terrible to the ſpeRators and hearers, ſo that now they doubted not 
of their expeCtations to get him into the Tower, where being a 
Priſoner in the Kings diſgrace, under the prote&ion of one who 
more eſteemed their favour then the Kings diſpleaſure, ſequeſtred 
from his friends, no igtercourſe ſuffered to come unto him, bur 
what came from the Counteſſe, Northampton, Rocheſter and eſtos, 
a fit agent to execute all manner of evills; why, to the judgment 
of the world, it is impoſſiblethat ever this evill ſhould come to 
light. And thus being ratked up in their owne concetts, they run 
headlong to their owne deſtruAtion : for when there were but two 
perſons privie to thea@t of murther, 'a5 in Ca77 and 42ef, it could 
nor paſſe unpuniſhed, bur that C277 muſt'be marked witha per- 
petuall marke of ignomie; how much lefle ſhall this go undifeo- 
vered, when there are ſo many privie to it ? 


Thus may wee ſee that one ſinne another doth provoke, 
And that murther iv as neere to luſt as flame to ſmoake. 


Sir Thomas refuſes the Embaſſage ,, [ncurres the Kings diſpleaſure , 
He is ſent to the Tower, Weſtom 1s preferred to him, Greſham 
dyes. Francklin extertarned mto the buſineſſe. A new ſpeech of 
Marriage betweene the Counteſſe and Rocheſter. 


Ir Thomas Owerberyand Rochefter, having (for ſome private 0c- 

cafion fallen into a newbreach at Newmarket, returnes very 
penſively to London ; and now the time being come that he ſhonld 
give an anſwer, what he would doe concerning this Embaſſage, he 
anſwered, That he acknowledged himſelfe much bound unto His 
Majeſty for many favours that he had beſtowed upon'him, as to 
 preferre him ro ſo great honour ; but yet neverthelefle ——_ 
| / Umſelte 
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himſelfe of ſuch a place (unexperienced) how to execute it, and be- 
ſides tyed to many domeſtick buſinefles, defired ro be excuſed : 
This ſeeming ſomething ſtrange and harſh, that he ſhould negle&t 
his owne good, and by this meanes incurre the diſpleaſure of rhe 
King, and loſe his expeCtations, makes ſome of his friends to won- 
der, others to ſtand ina maze. 

But inthe concluſion, as he had juſtly deferved, by reaſon of his 
- contempt, he is committed to the Tower, but not to be kept as a 
cloſe Priſoner; but after, my Lord of Northampton and Roche- 
ſter being both of the Privie Councell, and in great favour ar 
Court, ſends unto the Lieutenant that he ſhould keep him cloſe 
Priſoner, and afterwards received by word of mouth from Sir The- 
ms Monſon, that he ſhould not ſuffer any Letters, tokens or other 
things tobe delivered unto him. _ 

Their expe&ation in thisthing being accompliſhed, M'* Tur- 
zer by the inſtigation'of the Counteſſe, becomes agreat ſuitor to 
Sir Thomas Monſon, to have his Letter to preferre Weftozz unto 
Sir Thomas ro waite 0n himin the Tower, who hearing the name 
of the Countefſe; and withall, uhderſtanding the great affe&tion 
that was betweere her and Rocheſter, condeſcended, wrote, and ſent 
him with the Letter to Sir Fervare in the Tower ; He ſhewed it 
to Sir Thomas, willing to deſerve his peritions chiefeſt favour, 
with the more readinefſe entertained him : As when 2 man igno- 
rantly treads upon a'Serpent, 15 flung for his labonr ; So Sir The- 
mas harbours in his owne breſt the author of his owne deftru- 
Aion. 

Now Greſham growing into yeares, having ſpent much time, 
and many foule prayers to accompliſh theſe things ; at this time 
gathers all his bables, v:z. pictures in lead, in wax, in plates of 
gold, of naked men and women, with croſſes, crucifixes, and other 
impfements, wrapping them all up together in a {carfe, croſſed 
every letter in the ſacred word, Trinitle crofſed 4: #: O: crof- 
fed: theſe being very holily delivered into the hands of one #eſtor: 

F | : to 
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to be hid in the earth, rhat no man might find rhem, and ſo in 
Thames ſtreet having finiſhed his evill times, he dyed, leaving be- 
hind him.a man anda maid, the one hanged for a Witch, the other 
for a Thiefe. | 

After his death with much writing many entreaties and re- 
wards, one Frarcklin was entertained into theſe ations, a man of 


a reaſonable ſtature, crook ſhouldred, of a ſwarthy complexion, 


and thonght to be no leſſe a Witch rthenthe two former, Greſham 
and Forman, This man was more imployed to- make poyſons fit 
ro be adminiſtred by 7eſto-then otherwiſe ; for he was excellent in 
that art; to mitigate or increaſe their ſtrehgth, ſo that ſometimes a 
poyſon ſhould bea moneth ere it ſhould worke : Verily cvill ati- 
ons ſhall never want evill a&tors ; and inall ages, Phyſitians, Apo- 
thecaries, Druggiſts, caſhired Serving-men that have fallen into 
want, have (till beene the agents in ſuch enterpriſes. Term his 
Phyfitian, Spado an Apothecarie, and £7290, Druſixs Servant, are 
made agents to be his Poyſoners.: Nerces'Bond-man muſt kill him, 
Piſoes Captaine under Germanic muſt poyſon him ; and by the 
helpe of a woman, poyſoner of Cowe, a towne in Gretia, who was 
ſo skilfall, that ſhee had poyſon in his poyſon, in his haire to kill 
himſelfe ; a Centurianto Maximus muſt poyſon him, 4 lexazders 
Phiſitian A-tipater, and Ariſiotle muſt be rhe author of his owne 
death. And here Franklin a kind of Phiſitian, Weftor a Servant to 
Sir Thomas, and Sir Jervace Telus, who is, as hereafter you ſhall 
heare, Privado ro the Earle and Viſcount, and the, Counteſſe and 
Miſtris Twrzer are made inſtruments to kill and diſpatch Sir 7hc- 
mas Overtery : ſo that it hath beene'almoſt-in. all ages, and in all 
ſuch outrages ſound, that either ſuch perſons or women have beene 
ator» it1 ſuch attempts. F: 

Overtury being thus confined into the Tower, and:accompted 
amongſt them as a Fryer, a dead perſon in the Law, in whoſe breſt 
many ſecrets were contained, being ſtill fed on with hope of pre- 


ferment and liberty, leſt he ſhould diſcloſe what he knew. oy at 
their 
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their will and pleaſure carrouſe full healths of fin and abomina- 
tion, and freely diſcourſe of a marriage to be conſummareq be- 
tweene the Counteſſe and Rocheſter, that fo being tyed in this bond 
of matrimony,and joyned in affinity with my Lordof Northamp- 
ton, moretruft might be had in him, and better uſe might be made 
of his Honour and greatneſſe. | 

Now there is none to ſupport him, no man to diſſwade him, his 
looſeneſſe with the Counteſle gaules his conſcience, and thar it 
© mighrbe rhe more offenlive to him, and make him the willinger to 
conſent unto this motion,he 1s {till preſt with it, and that it 15 both 
unfit and unſeemely, whereas on the otherlide, if they marry, it 
will be both lawfull, honourable, and commendable, and theeares 
of the vulgar will be then ſtopt, and none dares bee fo bold as to 
touch it ; This carries ſhe of truth, ſo that what with his former 
affetion, what with his preſent offence that he*conceives at theſe 
courſes,concludes the marriage : Times are appointed to conferre, 
how impediments mg be avoyded, and what ſhould be fitting to 
be dome in this behalte. : | 


How the Lieutenant came arquarnted with the buſineſſe, Encouraged to 
perſiſt by Northampton. Rewards promiſed him, Be examined 81r 
Thomas to find out his affe#ioz : Moſt thinke of Religion : Some 
think towards the Counteſſe, 


JT is now high time to enter into this atior, and the Counteſle 

meanes to be the firſt, and for this purpoſe, ſhee went and got a | 
glaſſeof blew water ſome two inches long, this being wrapped in 
a paper, ſhee delivers to Yeo fonne with: inſtructions, that he 
ſhould go to the Tower and deliver it to his father ; he doth ſo,who 
having his matter aforehand put into his head, at ſupper time takes 
the ſame in one hand, and part of Sir Thom. Overvurzes ſupper in 
the other hand, and who ſhould he _ withall, but Sir te 
2 Ye us 
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Telus the Licutenant > So he denmrianded of him with a kind of 
caution, whether hs ſhould giveit him now, the Lievtenant tops, 
and asked him what ? to which eſioz an{wered, Sir, you know 
what 15 to be done : This made him ftand in a maze, and doubr the 
worſt, whereupon he cals Yeſior into examination, and makes him 
confeſſe all his intention, from what grounds, and of whom here- 
ceived it, and partly the cauſe of it ; henow being made a ſlave un- 
ro greatneſſe, and having laid out much mony to purchaſe his place, 
for feare to loſe the one, and to offend the other, lets Weſton go with 
this caution to omit it for that tine, whereas a wile tn2n, rather 
then he would have run himſelfe headlong into perdition, would 
have diſcovered, and have made them 2 meanes, to have manifeſted 
his faithfulneſle in his office. | | | 

But what ſhall we {ay to a man loſt > The next day he is ſent for 
tothe Lord of Northampton : There after many long and large di- 
ſccurſes, at length the Earle diſcloſes to him his intention concer- 
ning Overbury, and with thoſe things mingles many of his inſolen- 
cies : Firſt of his obſtinacie againſt the Viſcount, his infolencie a- 
oainſt the Counteſſe, his oppoſition almoſt againſt all good men, 
aud thar for the cauſes of ſuch athing happened,there being none to 
look after him,it would paſſe unregarded,or unreſpedted,but with- 
all gives him many cautions,how he ſhould manage himſelfe inthe 
buſineſſe, letting him underftand what manner of man he was ; a 
Scholler, and one that had an excellent tongue, and wit ; 2 Travel- 
fer, experienced in the courſe of the world, and beſides thar favoy- 
red the contrary Fa&tion, and as great a Polititian as any was this 
day in England ; therefore in regard he ought to be the more wary, 
borh who came to him, and who went from kim, and above all,that 
no Letters paſſe to and fro : Theſe and many other ſuch like ſpee- 
ches having paſt betweene them, (for the Earle was ewo houres, by 
his owne confeſhion, prompted him with cautions and confidera- 
tions, that he might be the readter to a his part in this adventure 


he 
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he was to deale in.) Laſtly, he concludes, that above all he fhould 
infinuate with him, to ſee how he ftood affected to theſe procee- 
dings, and what words he uttered from 2 heart full of thirſt with 
oriefe and ſorrow, muſt either ſpeake or burſt, and his ſervice and 
diligence herein ſhall be rewarded with a thouſand pounds. 
Whether it was the greedineſſe of the reward, or the fooliſh de- 
ſire he had to give content to the Earle and Viſcount, they being 
his only Favourers, or ſome other hope ſtill unknowne, but he by 
this meanes is brought to his owne deſtruction, and ſo:gives con- 
ſent to conceale that which was intended. At his comming back, 
he repaires to Sir Thom.u Overbury,under pretence to comfort him 
in his ſorrow, and adviſeth him to be more lightſome, and not to 
conſume himſelfe wich griefe ; by this meanes entring into further 
diſcourſe, ſecretly inſinuates into his intentions ; Sur Thomas ha- 
ving a good opinion of bim, and ſuppoſingall was done out of 


faith and hone ſty towards him, having by this meanes learned what 


hecould of him, writes untothe Lord of Northampton a Letter 


to this effet: & 


Y eſpecial good Lord, having undertooke my Priſoner, acthrding * 
to your 1nſtrutrons,after long filence,as ffanding betweere hope and 
fear,be takes bis Bible, and after he ha real upon it ,and by it proteſied 
his innocencie , after upon further conference concerning the Counteſſe, 
be ſaid that he had ja{tifed her alyeady, and that hee could doe no more 
then what he had don?. But for hiniſelfe, alis (quoth he ) what will they 
doe with mee 2 1 anſwered, ſo reaſon v0u, as you ſhall make no queſtion 
hereafter of your pureneſſe, and 7 left him in ſome ſenſe to worke upon: 
him, As 1 was goino, he concluded, that in the generality, ſhee was ſo 
worthy, that ſhee might be a wife in particular for my Lord of Racheſter, 
he would nat ſay it, leſt my Lord ſhould ondemars him, for weightng his 
worth, a 
At my next commng to him, I found him not 1.2 ſenſe, but fury, He 
let fly at you, bat was reſpeive ts my Lord of Rocheſter, whoſe part _ | 
© 2 : taketh: 


_ 
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taketh altogether, 7 ſee the event, 1 defire it may be ſafely covered , 
what my ſervice may doe you in this, or any thing elſe, 1 will 66 faithful | 
to zany Lordſhip, and ſo 1 reſt, 
Jervace Yeluis. 


Theſe and many other things being inſerted into this Letter was 
ſent unto rhe Earle,which he read, and in reading laughs and ſmiles 
at the {implicity of che one, and ignorance of rhe other , neverthe- 
lefle, in outward appearance hee applauds all the ations of Sir 
Jervace, but eſpecially to my Lord of Rocheſter,holding him both 
a diſcreet and wiſe man, and that his ſecrecie, and honeſt dealing in 
this imployment, deſerves everlaſting praiſes with after ages. 


More Poyſons are ſent from the Counteſſe. Sir Thomas Monſon ts 
ſaſpefed to have a hand in the buſizeſſe. Overbury growes ſickly , 
Jealous of his dyet , No acceſſe is ſuffered to him. 


Eſtoz having received 24). of his allowance, and yet never- 
thelefſe nothing accompliſhed according to the Counrefſe 
her expeation, is checkt by Miſtris Twr2er for delaying it;where- 
upon he gets into his hands certaine Poyfons, .v/z. Roſacre, whice 
Arſnick, Mercury ſublimate, Cantarides, red Mercury, with three 
or foure more ſeverall poylons cempering them with his broth 
and his meat, according as he ſaw them affected, increaſing and di- 
miniſhing their ſtrength as hewas inſtructed by his ancient friend 
Maſter Franklin, beſides theſe, Tarts and Jellies are ſent by the 
Viſcount and Counteſſe to Sir 7homas Monſon, as from thence by 
the handsof one $:7moz, maſter ſervant unto Sir Tho: tobedelive- 
red to refon, and foto Overvury, every of which Tarts and Jellies 
were poyloned with a ſeverall poyſon. 
Theſe courſes cauſed Sir Thomas ſoon to be ſuſpeted of this 
a&, and to have a hand 1n it - Firſt,in reſpe& he preferr2d Feſtozto 
his ſervice: Secondly, poyſoned Tarts and Jellies went out o by 
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houſe : And laſtly, for that hedid not diſcover theſe things, his 
men only having acceſſe to the Tower, and that to ſpeak with we- 
floz. Now his ſalt, his meat, his drink, and whatſoever he cates is , 
mingled with poyſon, and for the increaſe of his torment, is in- 
creaſed or diminiſhed, as the ſaw Sir Thomas Overbary affe- 


ed. 
By this meanes he begins to grow extreme ſickly, having beene 


| heretofore accuſtomed to very good health z inſomuch that he can 


ſcarce-ſtand or goe, what with the paiue of his body, and the heat-: 
yet nevertheleſſe being a ſtrong man, he ftood it out a long time, 
rill at length he begun to grow jealous of his inan eſte, for his 


 maladie increaſed or diminiſhed,as heafte&ed , but yet ſoine Phy-" 


ſick he defired, and at his ſpeciall inſtance and requeſt, and not 
without ſome gratitude as was thought, one: Paule de 1a Bell an A- 
pothecarie, by the advice of Door 4Larvze, brought a Bath to 
coole his body, with adviceto be ſparing of his dyer, forthat he 
ſuſpe&ed that his meate was not wholſome :. Surely this did him 
much good, and preſerved his life longer then they expeted, inſo- 
much that they miſdoubt ſome fallacy or fraud;and therefore ſend 
new Letters to the Liecutcnant to have a ſpeciall care that none 
may be ſuffered to ſee him or ſpeak with him : for evill men are. 


- full of needleſſe feares, and now. there is ſuch: ſpeciall watch had 


over him, that none of his men mighr be permitted ſo much liber- 
ty asto ſpeak with him out ar a Window ;. and the reaſon being 
asked, Anfiver was made, that the Lieutenant had commandment 
from the Councell that it ſhould be ſo. | 
Thus the good gentleman paſſed away. his tedious and forrow- 
full dayes with many diſcontents, being filled with paines. and 
oriefe, without friends and comforters, ready to be. vext and tor- 
mented upon every occafion;and conſuming and languiſhing away 
without any common focicty that was allowed to rhe meaneſt 
Prafoner in the houſe ; In this man may wee ſee the miſery of ſuch 
as fall.into the hands of Popiſh Catholiques, for by Nerthamptors 
mcanes 
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meanes was rhis firineffe ſhewed towards him ; here will wee 
leave him languiſhing in ſorrow, and lamenting his misfortune. 


The Marriage betweene the Viſcount and the Counteſſe publiſhed . 
queſt zoned whether it might be lawfull, 4 nullity obtained ts make 
;t lawfull, My Lord of Eſſex repayes the Portion, The Vifrount 
made Earleof Somerſet. RE 


7 i= can no longer conceale theſe ſecret meetings,bur they muſt 
at length come to light : The Marriage betweene the Vit- 
count and the Counteſſe is publiſhed, this is ftrange to the world, 
and ſo much the more w—_ by how much chree ſuch great and 
eminent perſons, as the Earle of Effex, the Counteſſe, and the Vii- 
count were intereſſed init: And now, according tothe common 
courſe, every one ſpeakes as he ſtands affected ; fome boldly, ſome 
ſparingly, ſome call her a loofe woman, and pities the good Earle 
of Eflex; and ſay thar he had ſuſtained more wrong then ever any 
Engliſh Peer had done. Bn, : 

Firſt, to ſuffer diſgrace by the Prince, now by his wife, others 
blame her with words harſh and unſeemly, 2 third ſort Rocheſter , 
and thar it is pity, but that ſhee ſhould prove as bad 2 wife to him, 
as ever ſhee was to the Earle of Eſſex : then if Over4ury had beene 
at liberty this had never happened. Others that were more ſtayed 
and judicious in their opinion, forefaw theruine and downfall of 
Rocheſter by this meanes, but none durſt ſpeake of it. For who will 
put his finger into the fire, unlefle he be compelled ; nevertheleffe 
ro ſtop the mouthes of the vulgar, this Marriage ts called into que- 
ftion, whether it may be lawfull or not, becanſe her Husband was 
then living : For this cauſe the Biſhops of this Land were divided. 
By the opinion of ſome ſhee might, by the opinion of others the 
might not ; my Lord of Canterbury, London, arid many others 
were utterly apainft it ; But Wincheſter and Ely flood ſiiffely 
it might , provided a Nullitice might bc had: for by that _—_ 

. ? p t 
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the former Marriage ſhould bee utterly determined. | 
A Nullity was obtained, and upon the grant of that, it was or- 
_ dered that my Lord of Eſſex ſhould repay her Portion that here- 
ceived with herat his marriage, that ſo to the ſhew of the world ir 
might be ſaid, there had been no marriage betweene them. This af- 
terwards was called into queſtion, and thought a meeretricke of 
Northampton to diſcharge ſome of the greateſt of the Clergie, and 
to diſcountenance our Religion, it left a foule ſcarre, and gave a 
- foule occaſionto the Adverſary ro ſpeake broadly where they had 
liberty, andof ſome even in our Kingdome. | | | 
This Order being ſent tomy Lord ot Eflex, hee forthwith pre- 
pares for the repayment'of five thouſand pound, for ſo much hee 
had received with her ; and for this purpoſe he ſold and fell divers 
woods at Adderſton, and neere thereabouts : His Grandmother the 
Counteſle of Leiceſter helpr him much, or elſe he ſhould. have 
been conſtrained to fell much land to. havepaid it ; verily a hard 
courſe, having ſuſtained ſo many injuries. | | 
The King neverthelefſe continues his favour towards Rechefter,.. 
and that he might be as eminent as the beſt, he is inſtalled Earle 
of Somerſet. Thus favours are heapt upon him, though hee little. 
deſerved them. And the Counteſle what ſhee defireth, is ſtill ta 
be a Counteſle, but called after another name, that is, Countefſe of 
Somerſer ; many are the chances rhat happen in the world, ſome 
good, ſome bad, and thoſe things we leaſt ſuſpeQ, doſooneſt hap- 
pen to divert us. — | Fes 
Ar this time my Lord of Somerſet little thought to have been- 
laid inthe Tower, and madeheire of Overvwrres bed-chamber, bur: 
by this we may ſee, that all things are in the handsof God. _ 


\ 
The Marriage comes to Overburies Eares, Hee propbeſieth his onne 
aeath, He falleth into avelapſe, Hewrites to the Earle to remem- 
ter his promiſe, A nſwer is ſent him with white Mercury, immftead 
of 4 medicinable' Powder, His death, The ſtate of his'boay afrer 
dit | ; 
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bis death... The: Ramavr thet is ſpread of bim, The Antbors La 
— mentarion, | | "rejeky i nts þ 


Now although Sir 7howes Overury was kept private, and thar 

no man might have acceſſe to him ; yet the newes of this Mar- 
riage comes to his eares, and preſently ypon hezrirg of it heerels 
the meſſenger, thar hee had almoſt as good have ſaid to morrow he 
ſhould die, for he was ſure now not to live long ; and thereupon 
fals into great lainentations, as well in regard of the Earle of So- 
merſer, that he had fo caſt away his Fortunes, as of himſelfe, for 
that now he more ſuſpe&cd his life, then ever heretofore. Where- 
upon he falls into a Relapſe, and his malady increaſed every day 
more and moreupon him, whether weakened with griefe, or for 
want of libertie,or through abſtinencie ; ir is not unknown that the 

yſon had more power over him, then ever heretofore, in ſomnch 
that he could ſcarce containe himfelfe bv reaſon of his extreme l2n- 
* guiſhing away, a5a manina confumption : But with much mors 
extremity ; ſothat now being inthis extremity, he thinkes ir high 
time to put Somerſet in mind of his promife. And for this purpoſe 
he writes a Letter to this effeR, | 


R#: Notle and morthy Str,the former accuſtaraed favours, and ab- 
ſolate $77 concerning my preſent aelfuery, bach cauſed mee at 


this time Ly theſe lines to falicite your Laraſhtp, and to put you tnre- 
 membrance if the ſame, not doubting that your Honour is at ol! forget- 
full of me, but only (by reaſun of my impriſeument bens peſſe( of a alan- 
gerom diſeaſe, would for my todzes ſafety pertate of the felicity of the 
oper aire, [nmbich caſe, if your Lind pleaſe ts commiſerate w 
preſent neceſſities, axd procure mee my ſpeedy delfuery, 7 ſhall not only 
ford ſomuch the more ebliged, but alſs ackaouledge you tbe defender 
and preſerter of my life. 


Theſe lines (being fubſcribed) were ſent to Somerſet, and delive- 
red into his ewne hands, the meſſenger rerurnes anſiver; that pre- 
| ſently 
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fently he could not accompliſh what he required, but willed him 
not to doubt, for ſhortly he ſhould heare of his deliverance. Thus 
being fed with hopes, he takes new comfort ro him, inthe mear- 
time #efion repaires to Miftris 7 arzer for more of his zbeing in 
want, anſwer ws thade, that as ſoone as he had ended ho imp Oy- 
ment, he ſhould nor faileto receive it, but before then he muſt not 
expect zny whereupon he returnes, and enters into new de- 
_ fGignes, for inallchistime; thar is, from the one and twentieth of 
April, untilt the m__—_— of Septethber following, in the yeare 
1613+ Sir Thomas had held out : while he was thus puſling him- 
i” bring this to perfection, Somerſet ſent him a to this 
&. | 
"PT Hat 2s. jet the Court was buſi about important buſintſſe, ard the 
f*. Kangs eare was not at leaſure to extertaine any motion, but as #.x=y 
45 be coald find opportunity hee would not faile to ſpeake po bis bthalfe. 
1n the meane time to eaſe the fas of his malady, he had ſent him 8 
ſoveraigne Powder, either to be eaten, or drunke, which Powder was 
_ poyſon. This feeds him ſtill with hope, bat brings him ſmall 
comfort, 


' Now #eſftoz had foundout an unknowne Aporhecary, and with 
him concludes for twenty pounds to admmiſter 2 Gliſter, where- 
in ſhould be put Mercury fublimate, the youth was to core to 
tie it, Feftor prepares it, perſwades Sir Thomas thar it will bee 
mach for his health z whereupon about the fourteenth day of Sep- 
retmber, hee brings the faid: Apothecary toexecure his office, af- 
fifts hit therein, and by the infaſion thereof, he falls into a lan- 
guiſhing diſeaſe with a paine in his guts, themext day ofter with 
ay paine he'gave up the ghoſt. / 

Afﬀer his dearh, #eflon receives the reft of his pay,and diſpatches 
the uriktowne Apothecarie imo France ; Aﬀer, it was givetiout, 
thir Tir Thomas lived abaſe looſe life inthe Tower, and not accor- 
ditig to'that ſirineſſe as beeame bs Priſoner, burbeing ſuffered to 

a | 


have 
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have too muck libertie, berun into'exceſſe of lafciviouſneſlR;:19 
thar thereby he got the Pox, and thereof dyed. This went for cur- 
rant amongſt ſome ; amongſt others that were ignorant ſome little 
reſpeX had to it.. Butto'orhersrhat ſought narrower.into the mat- 
ter, they fourid it farre'otherwiſe; for De 1a Bell the Apotheca- 
rie (before ſpoken of having: relation:tehim' 2 little: before: his 
death, reported he was changed in his complexion, his body conſu- 
med away; and fultof yellow bliſters, (uglie to looke upon, ).and 
ivappeired by a Letret my Lord of Northampton wroteunto Ro- 
cheſter; to pick 2 thank ; "That there was foundin his arme ablt- 
fter, arid upon his belly twelve kirnells raiſed, not like to breake, 
each as broad as three pence, and as bigge as a ſmall button, one 
iſſue upon his back, whereupon was a plaiſter from his ſhoulders 
downeward, of a dark tawnie colour, ſtrange and uglie to behold ; 
he ſtunck ſo intollerably,as was not to be borne withall, glad to be 
throwne into a looſe ſheer into his coffin, burved without kegow- 
ledge or privitie of his friends upon the Tower hill ; at Jaſts he con- 
cludes, that God is gracious in cutting off ill inſtruments before 
rheir time. I, Fs 

Some of the fatious crew had a purpoſe, if he had gor our, to 
have made ſome uſcof him, from- whence may be gathereg; how 
rhat Northamptoz held Proteſtans factious, and ſuſpeed Sir Tho» 
mas to have further knowledge of his ſecrets; then he would have 
_ hadhim, which was the cauſe, as was thought,, beſides: the: former 
evills that haſtned-his end, and cauſed.him to be taxed with fo great 
infamie,asto dye of the Pox. This pafſeth currant, and: the miſ- 
. chefe lyes conceal'd, whodare to ſpeake of it, two ſuch great men 
having their bands WHC2-;;- 3 7 ico frogs gibt on Th .cen 

Thus may wee ſee that ood and bad men -come to miſerable 
ends, and ofcentimes thoſe that are vertuous do ſooneſt ſuffer dif- 
grace and contempt. This man before he came to Court, was 
brought upinall Gentlemanlike qualities :.. in his youth at Cam- 
bridge, after inthe Middle Temple, there infiructed in thoſe qua- 

: lities 


(57) 
liries became a gentleman, bythelntreatic-of my Lord Treaſurer 
Sir Robert Cecull, preferredro Court,” foiind favour extraordinary, 
yet hindred of his expe@tation by ſome of his enemies; and to ſhift 
offdiſconrents, forced torrravell, and thereirſpent hot his rime, as 
moſt doe ro loſſe, but furniſhed himſelfe with things fitting a 
Stateſman, by experietice in forraigne governmetits; knowledge of 
the language, paſſages of imploymenr,. externall courtſhip,-and 
. good behaviour, things not commonto every man : notwirhſtan- 
ding ſuch are the imperfeCtions of our times, he is brought into 
ign6faic andcontempt,-andall thoſe gaodqualiries-ob{cured, by 
the diſgracefull reproaches of a diſſolure woman: What ſhall we 
then fay; ſincethat both vice and virtue:do both; end-:in miſerie? he 
is moſt happy that liverh moſt private, for according td the ſaying 
ofthe: Paes,) 1£ cif O : 001th ttt hin not amigo 5 
1 Pitant, animas, operam, ſuniptus, impentimiiy aula, 
Premias pro merits, que vetriputa putas ? © | 
Aula dedit nobis reſtripta votata papivo, POE 
" Et fine mente ſonos, & fine corde manus; ' T1201 
Pants beavrt, Aula plires ptrardits © EMT 
Sed eF hoc quoque ipſos, quos beavit pendebit. | 


Our luſts, our ſpules, our wealth me ſpend. 
'1n Court to' purchaſe: praiſes 
- But what reward is in the end 
For our deſerts repaze 2 
Therr vowes and proteſtations deepe, 
' Not preft 11 paper but in mind, 
T btir ſounds of words to lulls aſleep, 
From body forc't, not from the mind, 
Hands there wee joyne, but not our hearts,. 
whereby it happeneth few are blefts:: 
Ad mazy tboufam that reſort: 
Knto the Court, by it are loft, ' 
G, And 


=: 
"Ad of thoſe few that bleſſed are, 
. Pee often ſee there fall agarne , 
Theer bleſſed dayes they ſpend in care, 
- | {And after end theer lives inparae. 


The complatkt for want of treaſure, The King ſets many Lands to 
Fee Farme. The death of the Lord Harrington : The death of his 
(FReat ſummes of money being dicburſed apon her Graces Wed- 
ding, and _— ployments for others; fome for Ireland ; 
The Lord Treafurer wanting there to'defray ordinary expences, 
ſome for the Kings owne uſe, and ſome'for other occafions, cauſes » 
great complaint for want of treaſure : Officers at Court goeun- 
aid, and many of the Kings Servants receive nor their wages at 
rimes, ſo that the King is forced to ſet-many ofhis Lands to Fee 
Farme,and the four Deputie Treaſurers,with fome few other, have 
the paſſing ofthemz now my Lord Harrington obtained a Patent 
for rhe making of braffe Farthings, a thing that brought with it 
ſome contempt,though lawſull;for all things lawfull are not expe- 
dient : who being injoyned to go intothe Low-countries with her 
Grace, by the way loſt his life. | His fonne ſucceeded both in ho- 
nour and Patent, and enjoyed them not long before hedyed : with- 
in ſhort time after the hopefulleſt gentleman of that name, more 
fit for imployments, then for a private life 4 and for a Stareſman, 
then for a Souldier - he had beene at Cambridge, there reputed for 
2 great Scholler ; he travelled into Italy, Venice, and France ; he 
imployed his time for the moft part in ſtudy, whereby he made 
himſelfe apt for great matters. Burt yet it pleaſed God even then 
when he was in his greateſt hope tocur off his dayes : Hegave all 
that hehad ro the Counteſle of Bedford his Sifter, defeating her 
neither of the land, nor the right of the Barony, efteeming her to 
be worthy of much more then he had to keave. He made a _ 
an 
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and- godly'end> Theſe things coming fo thick ode after another, 


 Northamptons' courſe. ; HOVE 9A Fi TONES: £ 
'A Nullicie being chus purchaſed, he dignufted-(25 is ſaid) and the 
- * * matchconcluded about Candlemas, £6x9.'they Marry with 
much joy and ſolemnitte 3. a'Maske being performed: at Somerſer's 
charge, and many rumors paſſe without any 'reſpe&t; all theſe 
things nothwath _— conſcience cail never goe with- 
our accuſation ;; penſivenefle and fulneſſe doe pofſſeſſe the Earle, 
his wonted: mirth forſakes him, his countenance 1s caſt downe; 
he takes not that felicitie in company as he was:wont todo, biut: ſtil] 
fomerhing troubles him : Vertily 1t is 2 dangerous thing to fall 
within thecompaſſe of a guilty conſcience, it eateth and conſu- 
meth the ſoule of a manas ruſt doth Iron, or as beating waves bal- 
lowes the Rocks ; and rhough theſe things arenor made publique, 
yer neverthelcfle Northampton obſerved it in him; having foadmi- 
rable capacity, he could make uſeof all things ; wherefore know- 
ing his diſeaſe, v:z. his mind feared with murther,and knowing the 
EarletraRable (as he defired) enters into more familiar diſcourſe 
with him : For when the mind of a yong man: is corrupted with & 
vill, he runs headlong into finne without ſtay or feare 3; wherefore 
amongſt many other diſcourſes, this falk betweene them. That in 
caſe the death of Sir Thomas Overiury ſhould come to light, thev 
were thenin 2 moſt dangerous ſtate. And the next thing they muſk 
expedt' is lofſe of life, goods, lands; honours, their names ro be 
made ſcandalous to the world,'andto conclude, tobe branded with 
an ignominious death. Neither that there was any way left for to 
eſcape this, but either by making their owne fortunes fo great; that 
de might oppoſe all accuſations, vr elſc being Catholiques, to'cn- 


- deavour 
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deavourthatin defending then; they again might ifiſt their cauſd® 
in caſe that any mazrer came apainſt them ;- this carrying ſorhe 

ſhew and likelihood of truth. And that indeed his caſe was deſpe- 

rate, if ever it ſhould cometo-light, concludes to combine with 

Nothampton inwhatfoever he ſhould undertake, and inthe conchi- 

ſion became a neuter in Religion ; whereupon, to: the intent-he 

furtherevills on foot, beſides thoſe before remembred, he 
begins.to ripþnpthe ancienr quarrell Hetweene the Welch and the 

Engluh, whonow.aurmur at ſome diſcontents., and rothe intent 

to heartcn onithei[riſh;;fends Letters chitheriby the hands of one: 

Fair a poorer maty untorſuch whom he knowesto be faithfull 

in the Romiſh Rel1gion; :and therebv confirmes them in their opi- 

nion, aſſuring them that God wiſl ſtill provideoneor moreto pro- 
rect his Church, and that now thegreateſt Favourite: in Enplarid! 
wouldtand for them.z:upon which-Letter 'the Irith, grew dbſti- 
nate, as I have ſaid, and altogether negle& the ſervice of God, and 
utterly deny'the Oath of Supremacy, proteſting lofle of life afid 
goods, rather:then'to be inforced to ſodamnable a thing. 
Now wee fee therethe Church utterly forſaken, none to heare 
divine-Service. . Thediſcipline oftheir owne Church: etabliſhed, 
and the Iriſh ingenerall expetting aday to have their libertic and 

| freedome in Religion. The ſame man returning rhis newes, 1s 

after ſent into Yorkeſhire 'witha black ſtaffe and'a knob upon the 

i d, within which knob, Letters are conveyed fromrplice to place, 

— afrdll fqr pointing Aſſemblies as meetings for \Maſle, and enter- 

'fli taining of Priefts; now might amangoe to-Mafle in divers pla- 

| ces ofthe City, and who were fo publiquely favoured as Prieſts ? 

Ther number increaſe, 'their Prieſts are entertatned, Conteflion 

in many places publiquely praQiſed, and although it was contrary 

to the Law, yet greatneſſe overcountenancing them, it was little ro- 

- garded. In the meanetime quarrells: wetit forward betweene the 

Scottiſh and Engliſh,- continualbcomplainrs, and the fuir of the 
Cloth-workers, with hope ob obtaining their requeſt, age mee 
ey cauſe 


* 
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becauſe of the profit, as to raiſe up a diſcontent betweene the Du- 
chie and them. Theſe courſes cruiſed divers men to paſſe divers 0- 
pinions, and many men to paſſe their opinion as they affected ei- 
ther parties. þ | : 


The rumors of the Spaniſh Fleet. 4 Proclamation againſt Spaniſh me- 
. 4 Leagner in the Low-countries, The patlique rumors 6- 
garnft my Lord of Northampton. He exhibits s bill inthe Star- 
chamber againſt the publiſhers. They jaſtified by my Lord of Can- 
terburic's ſpeech. The death of my Lord of Northampton his Fe- 
nerall, bis will. The names of thoſe that ſucceeded om imhis Of- 
fices. | | 


N* long after it was rumoured abroad, that the Spaniard had 
drawne out a Navie of Ships of an hundred Saile, but to what 
purpoſeno man knew; many ſuſpeRed for England, becauſe they 
were come fo farre upon thoſe Coaſts ; others ſaid, for the uſe of 
the Marriners to accuſtome them to Sea : but moſtof all were of 
opinion, that theſe were but ſhadows,and that the Spaniard wss to 
have taken advantage of the time. How ſoever upon this there fol- 
lowed a Proclamation againſt Spaniſh money, that their money 
ſhould nor go curranr in England, which cauſed many to ſuſpedt 
worſe then the worſt, & ſome {aid ore thing,ſome another:upon the 
neck of that comes wars in the Low-countries, ſome ſay againſt the 
Palſgrave,ſome againſt the State. The Scots begin to flieout in Re- 
bellion,and are ſyppreft. The wild Iriſh in Ireland begin to ſtirre, 
ſometimes thirtie, ſometimes fortie, ſometimes three hundred flie 
out and ſtand upon their guard. Theſe things miniſter occaſion of 
wonder tothe ignorant, and many of them, who knew the truth of 
things, knew not what to ſay to it.. Prieſts come into the Kingdom 
by tens, fifteenes, twentic at a time, and have free acceſſe, ſorhar | 
my Lord of Northampron (being Warden of the Cinque Ports) 
begins to be calleq intoqueſtion : Some ſay he hath a hand in _ 

H things, 


- 
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things; others ſay-he lets Prieſts havetheir freeacceſle, andthat in 
Bloomesberie amongſt his owne buildings they have free har- 
bour; orhers ſay, that through his countenance, thither any man 
might go ro publique Maſfe, beſides many other Intelligences be- 
ing brought from beyond the Seas drawes him further into ſuſpi- 
tion, and the King beFtns to withdraw his favour from-him, where» 
fore he exhibits his Bull againſt ſuch as defamed him into the Star- 
chamber : ſome arefor this cauſe committedto the Tower, others 
to Newgate, others to the Fleete: till chey come to their. Anſiver. 
And in the end openly in the Star-chamber he is accuſed for-ſuffe- 
ring Prieſts ro have free acceſſe into Yorkſhire, under pretence of 
his Office, for countenancing them, for ſending Letrers to and a- 
gaine to encourage men in their opinions, and many other ſuch like 
things. | 7 # 

ARd when the Lords ſhould come to paſſe their voyces, -my 
Lord of Canterburie amongſtthe reſt madea ſpeech to this effet: 
| [That although many have beene the rumours and reports that had 
paſſed an theſe times, ſome of thein ſhut up for uncertaine truths 
and flying fables; then entertained-for approved truths; yet never- 
thelefle ich things are grounded upon reaſon, and for which, men 
of upright conſciences have ſome occaſion to ſpeak, ro have ſuch 
either liglitſy valuedor puniſhed,was rather injuſtice then any way 
beſeeming rhe equity of that Court : But in truth theſe whereof 
wee now ſpeak are grounded upon ſome cauſe, and my Lords owne 
Letters make evident, that he hath done fome things both againſt 
his owne conſcience and meaning, meerly to attaine unto honour 
and ſoveraigntie, and to pleaſe the King :] And with that he pulls 
out a Letter written from my Lord to Cardinall Bellarmrze to this 
effet- 


Hat howſoever the condition of the times compelled him, and His 
AMajefty urged him to turne Proteſtant, yet nevertheleſſe hu heart 
food with the Papiſis , and that he nould tereadyte further them 11. 
any 
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tempt." This and much more betginead, to Jome phirptſo' he pro: 
nm ſhewed how that thoſe TS were = *. Aux Link) 
bat even the ations that followed them did juſtifie them tobe trac. 
For, there was never knowne to be ſo many Priefts to com#over into this 
Kingdome 41 ſo ſhort. a time as of: late there had done, \ neither could he 
aſſure bimſelfe that my Lord was true hearted unto the State, Alſo he 
harboured ſuch about him is would undertake towrite in defence of the 


Guxpowder Treaſon. 


This and much more being {aid, about the latter end' of Eaſter 
Terme, in the yeare 1614. my Lord being hereat much diſcou- 
raged, after the Court brake tooke his Barge, went to Greene- 
wich, there made his Will,, wherein he publiſhed himfelfe to dye 
inthe Faith hewas ,Baptized,' made ſome of his Servants his Exe-' 
cutors, others he beſtowed gifts upon ; his faire houſe he diſpoſed 
to my Lord Chamberlaine, his Lands ro my Lord Theophilus How-' 
ard ,* retired back to his houſe at London, and before Midſotmmer' 
. Terme following was dead. 2010) I SE ASN99 1.31 APW 

Many were the rumours that were raiſed of this man after his 
death. That he was a Traytor to the State, and rhat' he was not 
dead, but carryed beyond Sea to blind the world, and the reaſon 
was, becauſe he would be buryed at Dover,and not at London. 

Others ſay, that if he had lived, he would have'beene the/author ' 
of much ſtirrez many diſlike him, and as was reported, even the 
King himſelfe towards his latter end, which'made him to fall in- 
to theſe courſes; but, truly, he was a notable politirian, and car- 
ryed things more commodiouſly forthe Papiſts then ever any be- 
fore him. His Funerall was kept privately at Rochefter, where he * 
defired to be buryed, becauſe it was the chiefe Port Towne of his 

Office, without any ſtate ro outward appearance. My Lord Trea- 
ſurer, that now'is ſucceeded him-in his Treaſurerſhip. My Lord of 
Somerlet made. Chancellor of Cambridge. My Lord' 'Zoxrh 
Warden of the Cinque m_ My Lord of Worceſter ſome 
—— 2 ſhore 
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ſhork time after Lord privie Scale. Theſe ſucceeded-him ih hi 
OMces. | | YAY | 


The Cloth-workers obtaine the;r Petition. ' The ofd Chart er of the Mey< 
chart adventurers is ſerzed rmto the Kings hands.' The Dutch gvos 
diſcontented at it, The doubtfulneſe of Somerſet's mind, He ſurs 
for bis pardon, obtaines it, My Lord Chancellor refuſeth to ſeals 
it, Falls into ſuſpition. Begins tobe neglefted, 


He Cloth-workers ſtill perfiſting intheir ſuit, and having ſhch 
 ftrong friends to ſtand for them, and Alderman Cecki ng 4 rich 
Merchanr to back them, they at length obtained what they deſired, 
and Proch:mation gocs forth,that:.no more white Cloth ſhall go 
over undied, undreſt; 2hd for this purpoſe the old Charter of the 
Merchanrs Adventurers is ſeized into the Kings harids, ſo that the' 
Company fall ro decay. Now the Dutchmen they begin ro tiar- 
mur againſt the Engliſh, and make Proclamation there, that no 
man ſhall buy any ſach Cloths as come'over ſo dreft anddyeds 
whereapon, the Engliſh make 2 new Proclamation, that no man 
ſhall tranſport Wooles our of the Kingdome. Theſe things fed 
ſome with hope of fome furthet troubles, yer nevertheleſſe ir is ſo 
ordered, by the Councelh, that 2ll things are pacified, and ſome 
antity amounting'to i certaine riumber ofwhite Clorks ate' ſaf- 
fred to be trau{potted,a{well to give content tothe Hollander, 'as' 
farisfaction and imploytcne to fome yorng Merchants that had ere 
tred intothis Trade, by which meanes theſe eclamors are a little 
ſtayed; yer nevertheleſFs gtear) imprefſion of envie' is berweene! 
theſe two: Canntrics.- it 1097 267 LOOT 210 af wy 
[Now ane of the greateſt friends that Somerſet had being dead, 
. and himſelfe fill jealous of his fafery, he begins ro caſt abour how 
he mighr avoid thedanger of the Law , for-his trite!/ipencers gave: 
| him notice ofmany deſperate words that were 'utteredtoncerning. 
- Overburies death; wheretipoh; finding the King in 2200d' hn- 
mour, 
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mour,hb moves hith torhis ect; THIF WHErka it bat pleated 
His Majeſty to commit mihy rhings into his charge, atid ſome of 
| them proving ſotfiething roo waighry for him to undergoe, it Was 
fo; that ignorahtly he rim himſelfe ifito 2 Ptzmunite, whereby he, 
had forfeited to him both his lands, goods and libertie, and that he 
came now to ſurrender them all up into His Majeſties hands, ut: 
leſſe it pleaſed himof his wonte] favonr towards him togrant him 
. pardon for chat, afid many other offences that he had igtoratitly 
cominitted. The King ſtiff beating 2 gbod 2he#1dti toleatds hin, 
bid hin draw his pardon andhe would Fene it: whereupon, he 
makes his repaireto Sir Robert Cotton; atid thtreats. him to looke 
him a pardon, the largeſt he could fitid in former prelidg wr ; ſohe 
brings him one that was made by the Popeto Cardin roolſey. 
The effe& of which was. \ 2x. 4. aid 16 6 
That the King 6f hiStheere motiohand ſpecial favour, did par-- 
don all, and all manner of Treafons, miſptifions 6 Fre 2100, \ ur- 
ders, Belonies nd outrages whatſbever by the (4ld Sir Zbert Carre, 
Earleof Soinerſes&0tjimitted dr hervafter to becommitred ; with . 
niany other words't6 take it more imple and Harge aceardinsg. to 
forme, which hecaufed tobe drawne 2nd ingro! T4 andÞraught it, 
into the King. The King ſigned it ; at lengrh.ir.comes romy Lord 
Chaneclfer's laid; he perutes- #; "4d refufeth t BY i he ; 
Seale/ Wy Lord a8kes cheterfon,* nfiver WIe PRE Thats uld, 
"cf piRtiflerte doing of ©, Buit rat He ont fires pre mumiTe. 
as well as hirffeMfe. This firuck Soinerſet ro tbe be rand On | 
was 'ihgrezte® doubt; theft ever he was before, for ul be,is ftuog 
wat fare: rs Bberonthed With Ovtrburles death, 40d-fo very, pens... 
ſively retiresro/WHit&hall, and chereremaines, 1 
' The King coniing to London, my Lord Chancellor acquainted | 
him with the Pardon; and ſhewed the King hat danger he had in; « 
 cnrredy incaſs/he hat ferted Xt! The King perceivy the raph at's 
chobuſinelſe; petite {ine ajeiter rireer then he Engr, Gf, 
withdrawes his &ittiterance Fro 'Some7ſer, who now wanting ver- 
« % 2 tne 


% 
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(69) 
tne £0 ſupporthis greatneſſs,. without-the Kings favour:fails.unte: 
the contempt of many, and thoſethat are his enemies negle& him, 
and doe as it were deride his manner of carriage, by which meanes 
7 eGoY headlong into his. owne perdition, as- ſhall be hereafter 
EWede. GEE BY , $195: } 


My Lord Chancellour ſued in the Star-thamber, for being within the 
compaſſeof a Premunire, The King goes to Cambridge, A tveach 
about To ramus. My. Lard Coke ffands agarft ry Lord iChar- 
cellor,” The King graces Sir, George Villers;: Beftowes great ho-' 

' roars upor him, Somerſets courſes to conceale Overburies death. 
His covetouſneſſe , His inſolencie, He 38 croſt by Villers, The ve- 
port of the yulgar, | | ri 


JN this yeate (1614) the King, by the entreaty of Somerſet, de- 
termined to go to Cambridge, and there was entertained with 
great folemnity, but amongſt the reſt, there was a Play called by 
the name of 79z0r249%, that ſtirred up a great contentionbetwetne 
the common Lawyers and the Schollers, in ſo much as their flours 
grew unſufferable, but at laſt it was ſtayedby my Lord Chancel- 
lour, andthe explaining of the meaning. | 
Abour this time it happened, that divers Citizens having reco- 
vered certaine ſumines of money in the Kings. Bench, and'thereof 
having had” Judgement againſt the party: Detendant, nevettheleſſe 
exhibires his Bill into the Chancery to have reliefe of the Plain- 
riffes at rhe Conimon-law, having already had Judgement of the 
ſamematter, 'there tands out; audgiſobeyes the Kings, Proceſſe;.. 
whereupon a' Writ of Contempt iſſues againſt rhem,, they are ta-' 
ken, committed to the Fleet,and there coutinue in their obſtinacy: 
neverthelefſe, nor long after, upon ſome advice, they exhibit their 
Bill into the Star-chamber againſt my Lord, intending that hee -, 
ought not to intermeddle with any matter that werealready deter- : 
mined at the Commor-law, and whereof a Judgement had -p : 
| paſſed: 
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paſſed : Andthis was ordained'bv the'Stattite'of 4. FM: 4. 24p. 221 
whereby it wasenatted, that Judgement given inthe Kings Court, 
ſhall not beexamined in Chancery, Parliament, or elſe-wherc, un- 
till ir bee undone by attaint, or errour, Kc. Now my Lord having 
laid them faſt up upona Bill exhibired before him; and Judgement 
being already given, that therefore my Lord had incurred a Premu- 
zire, and humbly prayed reliefe in this caſe. Many were the opi- 
nions of Lawyers concerning this matter ; ſome ſtood on my Lord 
Chancellors ſide, fome ſaid the poore menhad injury, and that 
they might juſtifie what they had done; atid amongſt many my 
Lord Coke ſtood out very ſtiffely, that my Lord Chancellor could 
not juſtifie that ation. And thus ir ſtood ſtill inqueſtion whether 
my Lord be in a Premwzzre,or no. | | 

My Lord of. Soinerfet continuing ſtill in his looſe courſes, and 
utterly neglecting thar ſeverity that ought ro be in a man of his 
place, beſides the former ſuſpirions and jealouſies, gives occaſion 
of others alſo, whereby the King doth more and -more fall into dif- 
like: There being at this timeabout the Court a young Gentlc- 
man, that not long before had arrived from Travels out of France, 
his name was YVlers, a Leiceſter-ſhire Gentleman, and ef an anci- 
ent Houſe, who as well in reſpect ofcarriage,as of his countenance, 
was more remarkable then many others. On this man the King 
caſts a particular affe&ion, holding him to be the onely propereſt 
and beſt me moi Gentlemen of England ; whereupon he enter- 
rained him into favour, beſtowes a thouſand pound upon him, af- 
ter adornes him with the title of Knighthood. And now he begins 
ro grow every day more eminent then other, greater honours are 
beftowed upon him, as the dignitie to be Knight of the Garter, and 
Maſter ofthe Horſe ; places not common to every perſon, and ſo 
much the more remarkable, becauſe they are beſtowed upon him, 
being ſo yong, in yeares, his wiſdome is commended of the wiſeſt; 
and his expectations greater then many that went before him. 
This ſtings Somerſet to the heart, to ſee another ſtep to his pany 
e 


_ _ 


he more feares his ſubverſion and downfall z wherefore hee poes a- 
bout to circumvent danger, and for this purpoſe ſends into France 
to make 2way the Apothecary that adminiſtredthe Phiſicke that 
killed Sir Thomas, endeayhuring to get 11 all. Letters and wrirings 
that had paſt concerning the bulineſſe, atid difpracing and diſcoun- 
tenancing ali ſuch as at any time once ſpake of rhe death of Over- 
Zary, tothe intent that it might be concealed and kept cloſe ; but 
what God will have diſcloſed,ſhall never be concealed : meſſengers 
are ſent from place to place, he being a Privie Counce!lor, (and in 
favour) his Warrant paſſes currant, fo that in all places, Trumcks, 
Cheſts, Boxes, Studies, Daries, and ſuch houſes wherein he ſ1ſpe- 
&ted any Letters or other matters that appertained to thar miſchief 
lay hid, were broken open and ſearched, to the inrenr thir they 
might bring fome writings tomy Lord, yet neverthelefſe many 
(and more then were dreamt on) of thoſe Letters, came to my 
Lord of Canterburies hand, and my Lord Coker, ſo that thoſe cour- 
ſes _ him rather more fuſpe&ed, rhen any whit at all caſes his 
riefe. | 
; At home in his Office uſing 'extraordinary covetouſheſſe and 
parcimony , hee thereby heaped up ro kiwſelfe great ſtore of 
mony , and would not undertake any enterprife without he was 
well rewarded for his pait.es, every new occaſion and occur- 
rencethat came to-his hands, broughthim in alſo a fleece of mo- 
ny. Offices in Court that lay in his gift not beſtowed without 
mony, the Kings letters rot purchaſed without mony, no Pardon 
without moiny, ſo that he was as great a Bribe-taker as his Mother 
the Countefle of Suffolk, and many Rumoars and hard Reporrs 
were ſpread on him for the ſame, yer nevertheleſſe he fill conti- 
nued his favour indeſpight ( as a man may fay ) of his oppoſites; 
even unto the greateſt dignity, which cauſed him tobe as proud as 
covetous, and to commit as many Inſolencies as he had received ſe- 
ſecret Bribes, chought it no matter to leane on the Cuſhion in pub- 
lique to check ſome of the Nobility z 'and amongſt the reſt tom = 
a flat 
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2 flat breach with my Lord of Canterbury, a grave and reverend 


Gentleman, oneof rhe Pillars of this Kingdome, andthat could 


_ difcernethe folliesof this young man. Thus admiring of hisowne 
worth, he works his own fubver{10n,and by theſe infolencies phuck- 
ing more evils upon his head, and daily adding more enemies, to 
thoſe ba wry deſerved. : al | — 
Theſerhings laying him opento rhe envie of the greateſt; and 
Sir George Fillers / his Cs pres = ork rom 
the cares of the King, would oftentimes crofle his expeRations, as 
it is credibly reported, and deceive him of many a bribe which hee 
hoped for, doing thoſe things voluntarily, and for a thanke, which 
my Lord would not have ſpokenof without mach money. Thefe 
courſes laid him ofen to the contempr of the vulgar atſo:And now 
all men according to their cuſtome, began toexclaime of his great 
extortion. Thus may we ſee him falling. AWC Urns 


Overburies death called into queſtion, Weſton ſent for, and ty my 
Lord Coke examined, ftaxds ont , pore my Lord of  Loxdoxs per- 
 ſwaſion roxfeſſeth all, The Earle and Counteſſe attarhed, they deny 
the deed. Sir Thomas Monſon committed to the Tower. $ ir VVal- 
ter Rawleigh and the Counteſſe of Shrewsbury ſet at liberty. The 
death of the Lay Arbella. The conviftionof the Earle and Coun- 
tefſe : The manner of their Arraigument, and the many rumoury 
that were ſpread pox theſe theres, 


"THe death of ©vermmy having now Iyen conſealed about two 

yearesand the Earles infolencie growing every day greater then 
other, procures him many more enemies, as4s ſaid, yet there was 
no man that was ſo _ for feare of the Kings diſpleaſure, (hee 


carrying a very good onſtilltowardshim ) to make him ac- 


quainted with at, orbring it to the triallof the Law. Arlaft, for 
divers are the rumours how it was diſcovered ; 'one was, that Sir 
Thomas Overburies man petitioned tomy Lord Coke, and the ſub- 


ſtance 
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tance of the petition was, to:let his Lordſhip underſtand, that 
whereas his: Maſter had beencommitred tothe Tower bythe con-' 
fent of Northampton and Somerſet, and there. languiſhing to death 
naniturally ; char if ir pleaſed his Lordſhip ro call one Fefton be- 
fore him, he might gather that out of him.that might diſcover the 
whole plot and practiſe. Others ſay that my Lordof Canterbury 
having conceived, ( as is {aid ) ſome diſlike againſt Somerſet, and 
. willing to make himſelfe _ with the King, pofleſſed Sir 

Ralph Winwood with the bufineſſe (one that was preferred tobe Se- 
cretary under my Lordof Somerſet, and to affiſt him ) and lets 
him underſtand the whole matter,as hath been related;and that ma- 
ny Letters came unto his hands, and preſumprious therein that it 
ſhould be true: Andthere remained a Truncke in ſuch a place, 
wherein many: writings were contained, that would make evident 
chetruch. Sir Ra/ph being willing likewiſe ro become more emi- 
rent with the King, poſſeſt him with the buſinefle, and proceeding 
vpon a confident ground ; Warrant was ſent to my Lord Coke ro 
proſecnte-the matter. Others ſay, that by the loſe of a Letter it 
was diſcloſed : And divers opinions there were how it ſhould come 
to light, it having been kept cloſe ſo long ; For things of this na- 
ture when they are ſo long concealed, bring more wonder ; but 
howfoever it was made knowne, my Lord Coke by vertue of his 
warrant ſent for Yee ro come before him, and examined him up- 
on divers articles concerning this ſubjeCt, and perſwaded him, en- 
treated him, and threatned him to tell the truth ; Feſtox ſtood out, 
and would not, thus he perſiſted ſome weeke or fortnight, many 
men urged him toit ; Accuſers were brought before him, and de- 
poſed upon their oathes, that whatſoever wasobjeRted againſt him 
was true ; this little prevailed. | | 

- Ar laft;my Lord of London went to him,and by his perſwaſions 
tels all how Miftris Twrzer, and the Countefſe came acquainted, 
what relation ſhee had to Watches, Sorcerers, Conjurers, that 
Northampton, Somerſet, Francklinzthe Monſons,and Teluts had their 
hands 
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hands in that buſinefſe, whereupon they were all' apprehended, 
ſome ſent torhe Tower, others to Newgate ' having thus confeit 
this cvill, being convicted-according to the courſe ot Law, he was 
bad to Tiburne to be hatiged,, and there Sir. Hidles and others 1ma- 
gining this tobe bur a fable, and that he was hired toaccuſe thoſe 
perſons, (for who almoſt would have beleeved it) examines him at 
the Gallowes, and upon his examination hee juſtified what he had 
done. rothe great wonder of all thoſe rhat ſtood by and heard it: 
Afﬀterhim Miſtris Twrner, after her,Fraucklin, then Sir Jeruace 
Yeluis, upontheir Arraigniments of the Fats, were found giltie, 

and hanged, all very penitent and forrowfull for what was done. 
To write the particulars of their arraignmenrs, confeſſions, and 
the manner of their deaths is needlefle, being common : Now the 
Counteſle and che Earle are attached, and committed to proteRi- 
on, one to the Deane of Weſtminſter, the other to the Sheriffe of 
London, and according to the courſe of ſuch caſes, there are great 
| reports raiſed, watch and ward kept more then ordinary, and the 
guard more obſervant : This makes the King ſtand ar a maze, and 
to imagine there is no truth in men, growes more jealousof him- 
ſelfe then heretofore, becanſe his onely favourite, and thar (as it 
were) inhis boſome, ſhould be intrapt in ſuch an evill : And the 
rongues of the vulgar began to walke, ſome ſay that Northampton 
and Somerſet had combired with the Spaniard for a ſumme of mo- 
ney to deliver them up the Navie, and that Sir #:{U;am Monſon, 
 Vice-Admiral,ſhould have done it the next Spring : That the King 
and the whole State ſhould have been poyſoned ar the Chriſtning 
of the Counteſſe child, (for (hee was then with child) and many 
more the like rumours were ſpread not worth the ſpeaking, torhe 
intent to incenſe the people the more againſt them, and to make 
the matter the more hainous and grievous to the world. Ar rhis 
rime the Lady Arbella dicd,a matter more remarkablethen was ob- 
ſerved, and gave ſome occaſion of ſpeech to many, bur ver never- 
theleſſe paſt over in ſilence. 
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Theſe Hurly-borlies being growne fomewhar calme, and the 
minds of men a little fetled, rhe Counteſſe and others authoriſed 
for that purpoſe to be examined, and my-Lord Cote-was the inan 
that preſt the Evidence againſt then, which (as it was thought ) 
procured ſome great enemies ; two and twenty Articles were ob- 
jected againſt them, Somerſet pleaded Ignorance,and that theſe Ob- 
jeAtions were meere tricks to intrap him, and ſet the King againſt 
him ; The fame anſwer was inthe Counteſſe, and that it might ra- 
ther ſeeme to proceed out of envie, then for any juſt cauſe. They 
cauſe ir to be given out, thar their accuſations were wrongſull, and 
none were accuſed bur ſuch as were the greateſt Favourttes to the 
King, fo that there was much adoto little purpoſe. Art laſt, when 
they heard that Feſton, Turner, Fraxcklin, and Yelurs were all 
hanged, and that they had confeſt the matter, the Counteſſebeing 
brought before the Councell, confeſt the whole truth, but Somerſer 
Rood to it itll, that he was not agent in it, and that rheſe accuſati- 
ons did nothing tonch him, and therefore ought tobe excuſed. 

Neverthteleſſe his lands and goods were committed to cuſtodie, 

att to my Lord Treaſurer, and part ro others to the Kings uſe: 

he Money, Plate, and Jewels which he had heaped up together, 
amounted, by report, unto 200000. pounds, his lands 19000. 
pounds per z»1mm, andthe King beſtowed many of them upon the 
Prince. There was little ſpeech of this, in reſpeR rhat both perſon 
and matter, wherein hee was agent,. were both envied, and facine- 
rout, neirher was there any that pitied him, bur-moſt ſaid, thar hee 
had but his juſt deſerts, for the injuries and wrongs that he offered 
unto Eſſex. 

The Arraignment was pnt off, and in rhe meane time Sir alter 
Rapwlejoh was et at liberty. This man had centinned in the Tower 
now almoft ten yeares a condemned perſon, for'a plot intended a- 
painſt his Majeſty at” his firſt comming in ; he bore a great envie 
againſt Somerſet, becauſe he had begged his lands of the King, and 
got it inco poſſeſſion, giving him many quips and taunts, during the 

time 
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time that he was inthe Tower. Theſe two accidents happening be- 

yondexpeRation, that the one being the ſpeciall favourite of the 

King, the other a condemnedman, the one impriſoned,the other fer - 

at liberty, gave great occafion of ſpeech and rumour, and fo much 

themore wonder and admiration, becauſe of Rawlerghes wit an4 
licte. 

Andthis yearealfo the Connrefle of Shrewsbury,who was com- 
mittcd for being privieto the eſcape of fthe Lady Arbella, was let 
at liberty,and the Earle her husband dyed, leaving the greateſt parr 
of his land unto hits daughters ; during all this tume, that 1s, from 
AMichaelmas Terme, unto the ſhort vacation, betweene Eafter and 
Trinity Terme, rhe Arraignmene was put off; ſome attributed the 
cauſeto be, for becauſe the Counrefſe was with child, and in the 
meane time was delivered of 2 daughter; ſome that furrher proofes 
of incertainties might be brought in; others to give them longer 
time toconſider on the matter, and that it wasa great favour; | 
ſay, theſe rumours being publiſhed amongſt rhe people ; at kengrh 
the King authoriſed my Lord Chancellor to be High Steward of 
England for thetime being, and joyned eight of his Judges wich 
him for his aſſiſtance, v:z. The foure Judges of the Kings Bench, 
my Lord Chiefe Juſtice of the Common Pleas, - Juſtice Necrots, 
my Lord Chiefe Barron, and others of the Barrons, with powerta 
call Somerſet and the Counteſſe before them, to ſhew cauſe why 
they ſhould not have ſentence of death paſſed upon them' for this 
offence committed, both againſt the Laws ofthe Land, and apainſt 
the King, his Crowne and Dignity. So upon the foure 2nd twen- 
tieth of May, inthis yeare 1616. Thereheing a Seat Royall pla- 
ced at the upper end of Weſtminſter-hall, a little ſhort of the 
Kings Bench, and ſeats made round about it, for the reſt of the Ju- 
ftices and Peeres to fit on, and a little cabbin built cloſe by the 
Common Pleas,for the Prifoners,when they came from the Tower 
tobeput to reſt them in: They upon co the triall after this man- 


ner- Asſoone a5 my Lord High Steward, with great State, came 
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into Weſtminſter-hall, wich his affitants the Judges, divers Lords 
and Gentlemen attending,and foure Serjants at Armes before him, 
aſcending a little gallery made of purpoſe to keep off rhe croud, he 
takes his ſeat, andthe reſt of the A TOanes and -Peeres, according 
ro their places. This being done, after filence proclaimed, one of 
the Harrolds at Armes reaches the High Steward his Patent, and 
delivers it to the Clerke of the Crown to reade ir; After Sir Ra/ph 
Cortsty reaches him his ſtaffe, and is there preſent, according to his 
place, to give attendance. 

After the Patent read, and proclamation for filence,and that the 
accuſers ſhould come in, the Priſoners were ſent for by rhe Clerke 
of the Checker, whoſe office it was to attend the Priſoners : This 
being done, andthe Priſoners placedat the Barre, Sir Henry Fan- 
ſhawreades the Inditment,to which the Counteſle pleadel guilty, 
and confeſſed the fa&t + But Somerſet pleaded not guilty, and had 
time from ten of the clock at night to cleare himfelfe ; much was 
ſaid, but to lirtle purpoſe : At laſt, the Peercs having conferred of 
the matter, returne their verdit, laying their hands upon their 
breſts, and-\wearing by their Honours (tor they doe nor make an 
Oath as ordinary Jurors do) that he was guilty of the murther, and 
poyſoning of Sir Thom.zs Overbury, whereupon my Lord High 
Steward pronounced ſentence of death againſt him ; and ſo he was 
had back tothe Tower, where hee remaineth at rhe mercy of the 
King. This man may juſtly ſay, as Pope Barbarefſaſaid when hee 
was put froiu the Popedome. | | 


Quiz modo ſumm eram letatu nomine precel 
Triſtis & objeuc, nunc mea fata gemo 

E xcelſus ſolio nuper verſabar in alto 
Cunfaque gens pedibu oftula prona dabart 
Nuxc ego perarum fund detculicor i12 imo 
FVultum deformem pallidaque ore gero 
Omnibus e terris aurum mh ſponte feretant, 


Sed ner gaſa juvet, nec quis amicin adeſt, 
Sir Uarians fortuna vices aduerſa ſerundi 
Subdit if, ambipuis nome ludit atro- 
Ceadit in exemplum cunts quos gloria tollit, 
Vertice de ſummo mox ego Papa cad. 


Loe here I am that ſometime tooke delight 

in name of Pope, 
Aow being ſad and abjeR doe bemarle 

my fate and hope 
Of late preferr'd, I did converſe with ſtate- 

ly pompe and grace, 
And every Nation to my feet their 

ready kiſſes place : 
Bat now in dungeon deepe am throwne of paines 

12 mortall feare 
A countenance pale, a body leane, deform'd 

with griefe I beare, 
From all parts of the earth they brought me gold 

| without conflraint ; 

But now 10 gold, nor precious ſtones, nor friends 
. can eaſe my plant. 
So variable Fortune us ſo nice | 

to great attempts, 
So ſubje8 and ſo doubtfull too, ſo ad- 

verſe 11 events, 
That Atis with our name doth play as with 

4 tennis ball, 
Foy berng lifted up with fame, the grea- 

| ter 88 our fall: 

Let this example be toſuch, whom Fox- . 

tune doth advance. 
That they, as 1 by Popedome fell, may fall 

by likomiſcbance.. 


For 
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For we cannot reade of any thar ever was ſo great a Favourite as 
Somerſet, neither the Spexcers with Edward the ſecond, nor the 
Earle of Warwick with Hemythe fixth,nor che Duke of Suffolke 
with Hezrythe eighth, as this man was with the King ; neither was 
there any that ever came to ſo ſodaine and unexpeted a fall. 

They therefore that do but rightly conſider this Diſcourſe,ſhall 
find in it three things worthy obſervation. 
Firſt, that neither honour nor wealth{ are any certaine inheri- 
tance, but occaſions (unlefle God be mercifull unto us) for the de- 
vill to pick 2 quarrell againſt us, to bring us to infamie. 
Secondly,that God neuer leaves murther(though never ſo cloſe- 
ly carried) unpuniſhed. | 

Laſtly, that there was never knowne in ſo ſhorr a time, ſo many 
great mendyewith ſuſpition of poyſon and witchcraft ; vrz.Firſt, 
my Lord Treaſurer, the Prince, my Lord Harrimgtor, his ſonne, 
Overbury, Northamptes, beſides theſe which are no lefle then fix 

other within three yeares and an halfe, andthe two Iorſors which 
yet remaine untryed. 


Sir Francis Bacont#rs Speech at the Arrarignment of the 
Earle of Somerſet. 


JT may pleaſe your Grace, my Lord: High Steward of England, 
and you my Lords the Peeres, you have here before you Robert 
Earleto be tryed for his life, concerning the procuring and conſen- 
ting tothe impoyſonment of Sir 7hom.zs Overbury, then the Kings 
Priſoner in the Tower of Londoh, as an Acccſlary before the Fatt. 
' I know your hopes:congot behold this Noble man, but you 
muſt remember the greet favours which the King hath conferred 
on him, and muſt be feaſible, rhat he is yet a member of your body, 
anda Peere as you are, fothit you. cannot cut himoff from your 
body but wirhgriefe, and therefore you will expect from us, that 
give inthe Kings Evidence, found and ſufficient matterof proofe 
to ſatisfie yone Honours and conſciences. _ 
| : 


— 
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As for the-manner of the Evidetice, the King our Mafter whe 
(amongſt other his vertues, excelleth in that vertueofthe Imperial 
Throne which is Juſtice) hath piven us command thar wee ſhould 
not expatiate nor make invectives, but materially purſue the Evi- 
dence, as it conducethtathe poinr in queſtion. 

A matter,that (chough we are glad of ſo good a warrant) yet we 
ſhould havedone of our felves; for far be it from us by any firains, 
or wit of Arts, to ſecke to play prizes, or to bluſon our names in 
bloud, or to carry the day otherwiſe rhen upon ſure grounds ; wee 
ſhall carry the Lanthorne of Juſtice, (which is the Evidence ) be- 
fore your eyes upright, and ro beableto ſalve it from being pur 
out with any grounds of evaſion or vaine defences, that is our parts, 

and within thar we ſhall containe our ſelves, not doubring at all, 
but that the Evidence ir ſelfe will carry that force, as it ſhall need 
no advantage, Or aggravation. | 

Firſt, my Lords, the courſe that I will hold in delivering of that 

- which ſhall ſay,(for I love order) is this : Firſt I will ſpeak ſome-. 
_ what a the nature ior gromachy rs a _ RNA is now to 
betryed, not to wet wne 1\ wit greatneſle of ir, - 
map contrariwiſeto ſhew, that 2 great offence needs a good 
proofe. And that the King howſoever he might eftecme this Gen- 
tleman herctofore as the Signet uponhis finger (to uſe the Scrip- 
ture phraſe) yet-in ſnch a caſe as this, he was toput him off. 
Seeondly, I will uſe fome few words touching the nature of the 
fes, which in ſuch a caſcarecomperenr. 
Thicdly, I will ftatetheproofes. - : |  : 
And laſtly, I will produce the proofes, either ont of examing- 
tion, and matters of writing, or witneſſes v/vawure. 
For the offetice it ſelfe, it is of crimes next unto high Treaſon 
the greacehh, it is the fouleſt of Felonies: It hath three deprees of 
Kages-: Firſt, it is mirtherby 1umpoyſonment: Secondly; ir is mar- 
ther committed upon rhe ar yen inthe Tower. Thirdly, 1 
might ſay that it 15murther the colour of Friendſhip, bue 
Bye K #2 that 
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that it is a circumſtance morall; and therefore TI leave that to the 
Evidence it ſclfe. : - | | AE>.. 

For murther, my Lords, the firft record of Juſtice which was 
inthe world, was judgement upon a\murtherer, in theperſon of 
Adars firſt borne Cazxe, and though it was not pumiſhed by death, - 
but with baniſhment, and marke of ignominy,in reſpe& of the pri- 
mopenitors, or the population of the world, yet there was a ſevere 

charge given, thar it ſhould not go unpuniſhed. | 
__ -- Soit appearcth likeriſe in'Scripture, that the murther of 44- 
zer by Joab, though it were by Davzd reſpited in reſpect of great 
ſervices paſt,or reaſonof State, yet. it was not forgorten. 

But of this I will ſay no. more, becauſe I will not diſcourſe, it 
was ever admitted 2nd rancked in Gods owne Tables, that murther 
is of offences, betweene man and man next unto high Treaſon, and 
diſobedience to Authority, which ſometimes have been referred 
tothe firſt Table, becauſe of the Lieutenancie of God in Princes 
thegreateſt. | 1 | E 

For iimpoyſonment; T am ſorry-it ſhould be heard of in our 
. Kingdome ; Ir is not Roſtre gener, nec ſanguines peccatam', Tt is an 
Italian comfit for rhe Court of Rome, where that perſon that in- 
roxicateth the Kings of theearth, is many times really and materi- 
ally intoxicated and-impoyfonedhimſelfe. Buriit hath three cir- 
cumſtances, :which makes 1t,grievous beyond other matters : The 
firſt is,that.it rakes a man away in full peace in'Gods and the Kings 
+ peace; that thinks no harme, but is comforting of nature withre- 

| fe&ion and food, fo that as the Scripture ſaith, His table is made 
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fork ſecond is, that it is eaftly committed, andeaſily concealed, 
and on the other ſide hardly prevented; and hardly diſcovered; for 
murther by violence 'Princes' have Guards, and privatemen have 
houſes, attetidants,and armes, neither can ſuch murther be com- 
mitred, btit cam ſonitu'with ſome overt and'apparant ads; that may 
diſcover and trace the offenders ; but for poyſon, 'thecyp it _ of 
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Princes wil-fcarfe ſervein regard of many poiſons thatneither dif- 
colour nor diſtaſte ; It comes upon a;man wherheis carelefſe, and 
without reſpect ; andevery day a man is within the gates of death. 

Andthe laſt is, becauſe it concerneth not:onely the deſtrution 
of the maliced man, but of every man» qurs meal tut erit, for ma- 
. ny times the poyſon is prepared for one, and is taken by another, fo 
that men dyc other mens deaths, Conrrdet enfelix alieng vulnere,and 
it is 45 the Pſalmiſt calleth ir, Sagitta node wolans, The arrow that 
-flyerh by night,. that hath no.ayme norcert1inty'z and therefore if 
any man ſhall ſay to himſelf, here 15 great take of :impoyſonment, 
but 1 am ſure 1am ſafe, for I have no- enemies, -ncither have I any 
thing anorher man ſhould long for, why > rhat is all one, hee may 
fix-nexr him at the table,rhat is meart-to be impoiſoned,and pledge 
him of his cup : As we may ſee in the example of 21.#H. 8. that 
where the purpoſe was to poyſon one man, there was poyſon put: 
into barmeor yeaſt, and with that barme, pottage or grewell was 
made, whereby {ixtecne of the Biſhop of Rocheſters ſervants were 
poylſoned ; nay,it went into the alinsbasket likewife,and the poore 
at the gate were poyſoned. And therefore with great judgement. 
did the Statute made that year touching this accident,made 1mpot- 
ſonment high Treaſon, becauſe it tends tothe diffolving of humane 
ſocietie, for whatſoever offence doth ſo, is in the nature thereof: 
high Treaſon. | | 
| Vow for the third degree of this particular offence, which is, 
thar it is committed upon the Kings priſoner, who was out of his. 
owne defence, and meerely in the Kings prote&ion, and for whom 
the King and the Srate werea kind of reſpondent ; it'is 2 thing that 
aggravates the fault much, for certainly (my Lord of Somerſet.) 
let me tell you chis; that Sir Themas Overtary-is the firſt man that 
was murtheredin the Tower of London, ſave. the murther of the 
ewoyoung Princes, by the appointment of Rrcbardthe thirds: © : 
Thus much of the offence, now tothe proofes. | 1 


For the nature of proofes, you may conſider thar impriſonment, 
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of all offences is the moſt ſecret, even ſo ſecret, as that if in all cafes 
of impriſonment, you ſhould require teſtimony, you ſhould as 
good proclaime impunity+ 
Whocould have impeached L#v/4 by teſtimony, for the poy- 

ſoning of the figges uponthe tree, which her husbanq was wont to 
gather with his owne hands ; who could have impeached P areſetis 
tor the poyſoning of theone fide of the knife ſhee carried with her, 
and keeping the other fide cleane, fo that her ſelfe did eat of the 
ſame pecce of meat that they did, whom ſhee did pr. 7 in | 

Theſe caſes are.infinit,and need not to be ſpoken of the ſecrefie of 
omen, but wiſe men muſt take upon them in theſe ſecrer 
caſes Salomens ſpirit, that when there could be no witneſſes, col- 
lected the a by the affeRion : But yet we are not at our cauſe, for 
that which your Lordfhips is to trie, is not the aR of impoyſon- 
ment, for that is done to your hands ; all the world by Law is con- 
cluded to ſay, that Owveriwry was poyſoned by Wefton, but the 
ftion before you is of the procurement onely, and as the Low 
- termeth it as acceſſary before the fat, which abetting is no more, 
but to doe or uſe any a@ or meanes which may aide or conduce to 
the impoiſonment. = 

Sothat it is not the buying nor the making of rhe poyſon, nor 

the preparing, nor confe&ing, nor commixirg of it, orthe giving 
or ſending,or laying of the poyſon, that are the only a&s that doe 
amount untothe aberment ; bur if there be any other aQ,or meanes 
done, oruſed ro give opportunity of impoyſonment, or to factli- 
rate the execurion-of t, or to ftop or divert any impediments that 
might hinder it, and that it be with an fhrentionto accompliſh and 
atchieve rhe og ey 6 all theſe are abetments and accefſa> 
ries before the ta : As for example, if there be a conſpiracie to 
murther 2 man a8 he journeyeth on the way, and it be one mans 
part to draw him forth to that journey by invitation, or by colour 
of ſome buſineſſe ; and 2nother raketh npon him to diffiyade fome 
friend, of his company, that he be not ſtrong enongh to —_—_ 
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defence ; and another hath a part co hold him in talketill the fir 
blow be given ; all theſe, my Lords, without ſcruple are acceſſaries 
to the murther, althongh none of them give rhe blow, nor aſſiſt to 
give the blow. 

My Lords, he is not the hunter alone that lets flipthe dog upon 
the Deere, But he that lodgeth him, and hunts him out; or fers a 
traine or trap for him, heck cannor eſcape, or the like. 

_ Butthis,my Lords, little needeth in this cafe, for fach a chaine 
> as of impoiſonment as this, I thinke were never heard nor 
Cene. 

And thus much of the nature of the Proofes. 

To deſcend to the Proofes themſelves, I ſhall keep this courſe. 

Firſt, I will make a narration of the fact it ſelfe. 

Secondly, I will breake and diſtribute the proofes as they cor- 
cerne the Priſoner. | v7 

And thirdly, according to the diſtribution, I will produce them, 
or reade them to uſe them. RE: 

So that there is nothing chat I ſhall ſay, but your Lordſhips 
ſhall have three thoughts or cogitations to anſwer 1t. | 

Firſt, when I open 1t,you may take your ayme. 2 

Secondly, when I diftribute it, you may prepare your anſwers 
without confuſion. | | 

Andlaſtly, when I produce the witneſſes, or the examinations 
Fe nears you may againe ruminate, and readvife tomake your 
delence. 

And this I do hecauſe your memory and underſtanding may not 
be oppreſſed, or overladed with tapes of evidence, or ry pa og 
. fionof order; nay more, when your Lordſhips ſhalt gon 

anſwer in your time, I will put you in mind where canſe fl: 
of your omiſſion. | | 

irft, therefore Sir Thom ar for a rimewas knowne to . 
havegreat intereſt and ſtreight friendſhip with my L.of Somerſet, 
both in his meaner fortunes,and after, in ſo much that he wasa kind 
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of. oracle of direXion untohim, and if you will beleeve his owne 
vaunts,(being indeed of aninſolent and thraſenicall diſpoſition)he 
tooke upon him that the fortunes, reputation, and underſtanding 
of this Gentleman ( who is well knowneto have an able teacher ) 
proceedel from his company and counſell, and this friendſhip re- 
ſted not ouly inconverſation and buſinefle at Court,buylikewiſe in 
communication of ſecrets of Eſtate, for my Lord of Somerſet ex- 
ercifingat that time by hiz Majeſties ſpeciall favourand truſt, the 
Office of Secretary proviſicually, did not forbeare to acquaint. 
Overbury with the Kings Packets, and diſp2tches from all parrs of 
Spaine, France, and the Low-countriesz and this rot by-glimfes, 
ornow and then rounding 1n the eare for a favour, but in a ſetled 
manner Packets were ſent, ſometimes opened by my Lord, ſome- 
times unbroken unto Over4ury,.who peruſed them ; copied. them, 
regiſtred them, made table ralke of them, a« they four 2004.0 
I will undertake che time was, when Overbury knew more of the 
Secrets of Eſtate then the Councell Table did ; nay, they were 
grownec toſuch inwardneſſe, as they made a play of all the world 
beſides themſelves, fo' as they had Cyphers and: Jurgons for the 
King and Queene, and great men of the Realme, things ſeldome 
uſed, but either by Princes or their Confederates, or at the leaſt 
by ſuch as practiſe and worke againſt, or at the leaſt , upon 
Princes. ...- . eh 

,But underſtand mee, my Lord, I ſhall not charge you with 
diſloyaltie this day, and I lay rhis for a foundation, that there 
was great Communication of Secrets betweene you and Sir Tho- 
mas Overbury, and that it had relation tomatter of Statey and the 
great. cauſes of this Kingdome. | 4 

-Bnt my Lords, as it 15a principle in Nature, that the beſt rhings 
are tn Dir corruption the worſt, and the ſweeteſt wine maketh 


the ſawreſt-vinegre; ſo fell it out withthem, that this exceſſe, as I 
may. ſay, of friendſhip ended in morrall harred on my Lord of S9- 
merlſets part. Ps . PET OK; | hes Las 
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I haveheard my Lord Steward fay ſometimes inthe Chancery, 
that Froſt and Fraud ends foule ; and 1 may 2ddea third, and thar 
is the Friendſhip of ill men, which is rruly ſaidro be-conſpiracie, 
and not friendſhip. For it fell out ſome twelve monerhs'or more 
before Overvary his impriionment inthe Tower, that*the Lord'of 
Somerſet fell into an unlawfull love towards that unfortunate'La- 
die, the Counteffe of Efſex, and to proceed to 2 Marriage with 
Somerſet ; This Marriage and purpoſe did Over#ary mainly im- 
- pugue under pretence to dos the true part of a friend, for that hee 
accompted her an unworthy woman. E7Tt; A 
But the truth was, O ver;ary, who (to ſpeake plainly) had little 
that was ſollide for Religion or morall vertue, but was wholly poſ- 
ſeſt with ambition, and vain-glory, was loath To have'any partners 
in the favour of my Lord of Somerſer, and eſpecially not any of 
the Houſe of the Howard, againſt whom he had ahwayes profeſſed 
hatred and oppoſition. ? x | | 
And,my Lords,that this 15 no ſiniſter confttucion,will appeare 
to you, when you ſhall heare, "that 'Overbury made hisbrags to 
my Lord of Somerſet, that he had won him rhe love of the Lady 
by his Letters and induftric; ſo far was he from caſes of conſcience 
in this point. 1 .otlyoquans 3/3. 
And certainely, my Lords, howſoever the'tragicall miſery 
of this poore Gentleman, Over/nry, might ſomewhat obliterate 
his faults, yet becauſe wee are not upon points of civilitie, but ro 
diſcover the face of Truth before the face of Juſtice, for that it is 
materiall to the true underſtanding, of the ftate'oF: this cauſe: 
Over4zury was naught and corrupt ; the ballads muſt be metided” 
for thar poinr. Ererly $a7Y 
But to proceed, when Owerbury ſaw that hee was like to be 
poſſefſour of 'my'Lords Grace, which'hee had poflgfted fo"long;! 
and by whoſegreatnefſe he had promiſed hiniſelfe todoewonders,' 
and being 2 man'of an anbounded and 'imprident {pirit, hee began 
not onely to diſfyade, but to deterre him from: the love of that 
Lady, 
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Lady, and finding him fixed, thought ro find a ſirong remedie ; 
- ſuppoſing that hee had my Lords head under his girdle, in reſpet 
of communication of Secrets of State, as hecalls them himſelfe 
ſecrers of Nature, and therefore dealt ys pe with him, to make 
him deſiſt with menaces of diſcovery, and the like : Hereupon 
grow two ſtreames of. hatred upon Overfary, the one from the 

Ladic, in reſpe& that hee croſſed her love, and abuſed her name, 
(which are furies in women) the other of a more deepe nature, 
from my .Lord of Somerſet himſclic, who was affraid of O ver- 
&uries Nature, and that if he did breake from him and fly out, hee 
would winde into him and trouble his whole forrunves; I might 
adde 2 third fireame of the Earle of Northamptons Ambition, 
who deſires to be firſt in favour with my Lord of Somerſet, and 
knowing Owvertaries malice to himfelfe, and. to his Houſe, 
thought that man muſt be removed and cut off, fo as certainely it 
was reſolved and decreed, that O ver&ury muſt dye. LO 

, Hereupon they had variety of devices to ſend hiin beyond the 
Seas uponpccaſion of imployment. 

That was too weake, and they were ſo far from giving way co 
it, asthey croſſed it ; therereſted but two wayes of quarrell, af- 
ſult, and poyſon. For that of aſſault, after ſome propoſition and 
attempt, they paſſed from it, was a thing too open and ſubjedt to 
niore varietic of ſhame ; thar of poyſon likewiſe was an hazardous 
thing, and ſubje to many preventions and caution, eſpecially to 
ſuch aworking and; jealous braine as O vereary had, except he was 
firſt faſt intheir hands g therefore the way was firſt ro get him in- 
toa trap and lay himup, and thenthey could not miſſethe marke; 
and therefore in execution of this plot, it was denyed, that hee 
ſhould be deligned to ſome honourable imploymenr in forraigne 
parts/and ſhgyld underhand by my Lord, of Somerſet be incou- 
raged roofale ic 529d oupon.comempt, be ould be laid pril 
neranthe Tower;and then they thought he ſhould becloſecno gh 
anddeath thould be his Bayle, yet were they not ar their Go 

i they 
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they conſidered, that if rhere were nor afit Lieutenant of the 
Tower for their.purpoſe, and likewiſea, fit Underkeeper of 
Overbary :, Firſt, they ſhould meet with; many ;.impedi-. 
ments in the giving: and: the exhibiting of the poylon :.: Se- 
condly, they ſhould beexpoſed to note an obſervation that 
might diſcover them : And thirdly, Overtzry in themeane 
time might write clamorous aud , furious ' Letters. to his 
friends, and fo all might bee diſappointed : And therefore 
the nexr linck of the chaine was to diſplace the then Liewte- 
"nant Wade, and to place Telus, 4 principall abettor in the! 
impoyſonment, to diſplace Cary that' was Underkeeper in 
Fades time, andto place weſton, that was, the Actor 1n rhe: 
impoyſonment. And this was done in ſuch a while, that it 
may appe3re tobe done, as it were, in a breath. 

Then when they had this poore Gentleman in the Tower 
cloſe priſoner, where he could not ſcape, nor ſtir, wherehee 
could nor feed, bur by their hands, where he could nor ſpeake 
or write, but thorow their trunucks, then was the timeto at&t 
the laſt dzy of his tragedy. £5 ads 

Then muſt Frazc#1:n, the purveyour of the Poyſon, pro» 
cure five, {ix, ſeven: ſeverall Poyſons, to be ſure to hit his 
complexion : Then muſt Miſtris T#72er, the Lay Miſtris 
of rhe Poylons, adviſe what workes at preſenr, and-what at 
diſtance : Then muft weſtor bee the tormentour, and chaſe 
him with Poyſon after Poyſon, Peyſon in ſalt meats, Poy-, 
ſon in ſweet meats, Poyſon in medicines and vomits, untill 
at laſt his bodie was almoſt come by uſe of: Poyfon-rothe 
ſtate of Mithridates bodie by the uſe of Treacle, and pte- 
ſervatives, that the force of the Poyſons was blunted upon 
him ; eſto confefſing, when hee was chid for not diſpat-. 
ching him, that hee had given him enough to poyſon twen- 
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And faftly, becaufe all this asked time, courfes were taken 
by Somerſet, borh to divert all the true meanes of Overbarres 
delivery, and toentertainehim with conrinuall Letters; part- 
ly with hopes and proteſtations for his delivery, and partly 
wich other fables and negotiations, ſomewhat like fome kind 
of perſons which keepe in a tale of fortune-telling, when 
my have a felonious intent to picke their pocket, and 
rſes. 
nya this is the true narration of this a&, which I have 
fummartly recited. 

Now for the diſtribution of rhe Proofes, there are foure 
heads to prove you guilty, whereof two are precedent to the 
impoyſonment, the thtrd ts prefent, and the fourth is fo!low- 
ing or ſubſequent, for it is in Proofes, as it is in lights ; there 
is a dire@ light, and there is a dire& light, and there 1s a re- 
fle&ion of light, and a double light. 

The firſt head or Proofe thereof is, that there was a root 
of bitternefſe, 2 mortall malice or hatred mixed with a 
deepe and bottomleſle miſchicfe that you had ta Sir Thaw.is 
Overbury. 

The fecond is, that you were the principal Ador, and 
had vour hand inall thoſe a&ts, which did conduce to the im- 
poyfonment, and gave opportunity ro effe&X it, without 
which, the impoyfonmenc could never have been, and 
which could ſeeme to tend to no other end, bur to the im- 

yſonment. 

The third is,that your hand was inthe verv impoyſonmenc 
it felfe, that you did dire& Poyſon, and that you did deliver 

Poyfon, and that yon did continually harken to the ſucceſle 
of che impoyſonment, and that you ſpurred it an,and called 
for diſpatch, when you thought it lingered. 
And laftly,that you did all things after the ———, 
whic 
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which maydetc@- a guilcy conſcience fot: che ſmothering of 
it, and the avoyding of puniſhment for it, which can be bur 
of three kindes. EL] > | 

That you ſuppreſſed as much as in you was, teſtimony, 
chat you did deface, deſtroy, clip, and miſdate all writings 
that might give {tight ro the impoyfornment;; and you did fly 
to the Altar of guilrineſſe,which is a Pardonof murther,and 
2a Pardon for your ſelfe, and not for your ſelfe. 

In this, my Lord, I convert my ſpeech unto you, becauſe I 
would have you alter the points of your charge, and ſomake 
your defence the better. 

Andtwo of theſe heads I have taken to my ſelfe, and lefr 
the other to the Kings two Serjeants. 

For the firſt maine part, which is the mortall malice ceu- 
pled with feare that was 1n you ro Sir Thomas -Owverbury, als 
though you did palliate it with a preat deale of hypocriſic 
and diffimulation even to the very end, I will prove ir, my 
Lord Sreward, the root of this hate was that which coſt-ma» 
ny a mans life, that is feare of diſcovering of Secrets, ] ſay, of 
Secrets of a dangerous and high nature, wherein the courſe 
that I will hold ſhall be this. tt: 

I will ſhew thar a breach and malice was betwixt my Lord 
and Overtry, and that it burſt forth into violent threats, and 
menaces on both ſtdes. | 

Secondly, thar theſe Secrers were not of a light, but an 
high nature, I will give you theelevarion of the. Pole, they 
were ſuch, as my Lord'of Somerſer: had made a vow, that 
Overvury ſhould neither live in Court, nor Country ; that he 
had likewiſe opened himſelfe. ſo far; that eitherhee or liims 
ſelfe tuft dye for ir;/ and of Overtarterpart he had threats 
ned my Eofd;thaewhether hedid liveor die-my Lords ſhame 
ſhould never dye, but that he I leavehim the -moſtodis 
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ous man in the world : And further, thatmy Lord was like 

ugh ro repent where -O vertary wrote, which was in the 
Towerof London, he was a Prophet inthar , ſo there is the 
higheſt of the Secret. | | 

Thirdly, Lwijl ſhew you that all the Kings buſineſſe was 
by my Lord put-into Overhures hands, fo as-there is worke 
enough for Secrets, whatſoever they write them ; and like 
Princes Confederates they had their Cyphers and their 

urgons. , 

And laſtly, I will ſhew you that it was but a toy to ſay the 
malice was only in teſpect he ſpake diſhonourably of the La- 
die, or for doubt of breaking the Marriage, for that Overtary 
was 2o0adjutor to that love, and the Lord of Somerſet was 2s 
deepe in ſpeaking ill of the Lady as O vereary : arid againe, it 
was too late for that matter, for the bargain of the match was 
then made, and paſt ;; and if it had been no more then to re- 
move Overtury for diſturbing the match, ir h1d been an catic 
matter to have landed: over Overewry, for which they had a 
faire way, but that would not ſerve. | 

And laſtly, periculum perrculo vincitar, to go ſo far as an 
impoyſonment, muſt have a deeper malicethen flaſhes, for 
the cauſe inuſt have a proportion 1n the effect. 

For the next. generall;head or proofe, which conſiſts inthe 
acts preparatory, or middle act:, they are in eight ſeverall 

ints of che Compaſle, as I may terme them. 

- Firſt, there were divers devices and projects to ſet Ovwer- 
taries head on worketodiſparch him, and to overthrow him, 
plotted-betweene the Counteſſe of Somerſet, and the Earle 
of Somerſet, and the Earle of Northampton, before they fell 
upon the impoyſonment; foralwayes beforemen fix upon a 
courſe of milchiefe, there will be ſome rgje&ion, but dye hee 
muſt oneway orothers! Lo 1 2.) 1 md hos 2 
| E Secondly, 
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| Secondly, that my Lord'of Somerſet was principalÞpra- 
Riſer, I muſi ſpeake ir, ina moſt-perfidious' manner; ro/fet'a 
traine and trap for Overhury to get him into the Tower, with- 
out which they durft nor attempt the impoyſonment. 

- -Thirdly, that the placing ofthe Lieutenant Telars, one of 
the impoyſonments was done by my Lord of $ omerlet. 2G 

Fourthly, that the placing of #e/toz the Underkeeper,who 
was the principall impoyſoner, and the diſplacing of Carey, 
and the doing all this within the while of fifteene dayes after 
Overburies commitment,was by the meanes and countenance 
of my Lord of Somerſer. And theſe werethe active Inftru- 
menrs of the impoyſunment, and this wasa bulineſle the La- 
dies power could not reach unto. - 

Fifrhly, that becauſe there muſt bea cauſe of this Trage- 
die to be acted, and chiefly becauſe they would not have the 
Poyſons worke upon the ſudden, and for tharthe ſtrength of 
Overburzes natnre, or the very cuſtomeotf receiviag the Poy- 
ſons into his body, did overcome' the Poyſons rhat: they 
wrought not ſo faſt ; therefore Over/ury muſt be held inthe 
Tower,as well as he was laid in; and as my Lord of Somerſet 
got him into the Trap, ſo he keepes him in, and abuſes him 
with continuall hope of liberty, bur diverted all rhe trueand 
effetu2ll meanes of his liberty, and makes light of his ſick- 
neſſe an1 extremities. | 

Sixrhly, that not onely the plot of getting Overbary into 
the Tower, an1the deviſes to hold and keepe him there, but 
theftringeminnerofrheetofeteepinsot ting being imbur 
for a Contempr,was by the device and meanes of my Lord of 
Somerſet, who denied his father to ſee him, denied his ſer- 
vants thar offered robe ſhut up cloſe priſoners with him, and 
in effe& handled it ſo, that he made him cloſe priſoner to all 
his friends, and expoſed to all his enemies. 

| Seventhly, 
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-. 1Seventhly, that all the adverciſement- che Lady received 
from timetotime, fromthe Lientenantor #eſton, eouching 
Overberies ſtate of body, and health, wereever ſenr nigh to 
the Court,though it were in Progreſle,and that from my La- 
die _= athirſt and liſtening he had tO heate that he was dilſ- 

atched. 

n Laſtly, that there was a continuall negotiation to ſet O- 
verbaries head on worke, that he ſhould make ſome tocleare 
the Honour of the Ladiezand that he ſhould be a good inftru- 

ment towards her, and her friends; all which was but enter- 

eainment : For your Lordſhips ſhall ſeedivers of my Lord of 
Northamptons Letters (whoſe hand was deepe in this buſi- 


.nefſe) written, I muſt ſay in darke words, and clauſes, that 


there was one thing pretended, and another thing intended. 
That there was a reall charge, and ſomewhat not reall,a main 
drift and difſimulation ; nay further, there be ſome paſſages, 
which the Peeres in their wifdomes will diſcerne,to point d1- 
realy at the impoiſoumentr. 


, 7 "7% F : 
'# I! ih, 3 << yo? Gf als | 
1, DA ET LY FPMUIN RY 
| OGICAL SUM A 


MN AW > ork 


